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By Patrica Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


Eyler is still the prime suspect in the 
Agan tase and in 21 other murders in 
Indiana and Illinois. Police believe 
evidence in each case pointed to Larry 
Eyler as the killer. 

Kolarik said Thursday unanswered 
questions in 17 Indiana homicides warrant 
Gov. Evan Bayh’s attention. She said Bayh 
| should look into those unsolved cases in 
| which Eyler is a suspect. She said the 
governor could appoint a special 
prosecutor and investigative task force to 
resurrect the task force files for Indiana 
investigations and to assist Thomas on his 
massive paper trail in the Steve R. Agan 
investigation. 

“I personally feel that if Larry Eyler is 
brought back to Indiana and finally 
questioned on his whereabouts at the time 
of these homicides, pieces of this unsolved 
puzzle will fall into place.” 

Kolarik said Indiana police followed a 
paper trail of gasoline purchases and 
collect telephone calls that placed Eyler in 
the various areas where the homicides 


Gera-Lind Kolarik, a veteran Chicago 
-crime beat journalist and author of “Freed 
To Kill, the True Story of Larry Eyler” 
“behheves questions in- er Ree 
volving the deaths of | 
numerous Indiana vic- | 
‘tims might be 
answered because 
‘Vermillion County 
Prosecutor L 7 
Thomas has reopened 
the Steve Agan 
‘homicide investiga- 
‘tion. E 

Kolarik was silent KOLARIK 
when she learned Thursday that Thomas 
reopened the Agan case. She wept. Her 
sobs were audible during the telephone 
interview from her Illinois home. 

“Thank God,” was her first response. 
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Fields and ditches along Indiana and 
Illinois highways were burial grounds in 
the early 1980s for 22 young men whose 
mutilated bodies were found singly or in 
mass graves. They were all victims of 
multiple stabbings. 

Police agencies from both states were 
doing independent investigations early in 
1983 unaware that one individual who 
traveled the highways might be 
responsible for the homicides in the two 
states. ` 

Kolarik pieced information together 
during her regular beat calls in 1983 that 
led her to believe a serial killer might be 
traveling between the two states. On Sept. 
1, 1983, she called Lake County Sheriff 
Mickey Babcox to inform him that an 
Indiana multi-police agency task force was 
investigating similar murders. She in- 
formed him that some victims discovered 
in. Indiana were Chicago area citizens. 

“He first thought I was nuts,” Kolarik 


said, adding that Babcox did take her 
advice and call the Indiana task force. 

After Babcox talked with Indiana police 
he contacted Kolarik. She said his first 
words to her were, “Agatha Christie, you 
have one heck of a story.” 

Kolarik’s book reveals how Eyler was 
indicted for one murder in Illinois but set 
free on $10,000 bail after a judge sup- 
pressed evidence crucial to that case. 

Six months later Eyler was arrested for 
the murder of a teen-age Illinois prostitute 
and later convicted of the crime. He’s 
presently on death row in an Illinois 
prison. 

In her quest, Kolarik questions who is to 
ane when a murder suspect is “Freed to 

ill.” : 

She wrote about an encounter Eyler had 
with Vigo County law enforcement Aug. 3, 
1978, when he stabbed _a_ hitchiker while 
the man was handcuffed and shackled with 
rope. ee a 

Charges were dropped after Eyler’s 

attorney presented the victim a check for 
$2,000 to pay for hospital bills and loss of 
work. = r 


The Eyler story puts the reader at the 
scene watching the eerie tale unfold as 
Kolarik paints graphic word pictures of 
every murder investigation. Its compelling 
courtroom drama relates to tough de- 
cisions made by judges. She portrays the 
anger and fear of the victims’ families and 
friends including individuals in the gay 
communities of Terre Haute, Indianapolis 
and Chicago. 


The author also raises questions con- 
cerning whether more than one person 
might be involved in the murders. 


Kolarik spoke Thursday of a conversa- 
tion she had with David Schippers, the 
attorney who represented Eyler in two 
Illinois murder cases. “David Schippers 
told me if Larry Eyler knows he’s going to 
die for a murder, you'll be surprised of 
what will come out,” she said. “He 
[Schippers] declined further comment.” 
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killers on loose 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Federal 
Re oh of Investigation agents say 
at least two killers are responsible 
for a string of eight homosexual- 
related murders in the Indianapolis 
area since January 1980. 

FBI experts studied the files of 


three of the victims — one 14 years . 


old, one 21 and the other 22 — and 
came up with two psychological 
profiles the murderers may fit into. 

The first depicts a middle-aged, 
middle class man who is ashamed of 
his desire to be sexually involved 
with children. The second profile 
characterizes an angry young male 
who represses his homosexuality 
and is intent on proving his 
manhood. 

Police have been searching for 
clues to the murders everywhere 
from remote areas of Marion, Ham- 
ilton, Hancock, Hendricks and Put- 
nam counties, where the bodies 
were found, to areas frequented by 
Indianapolis’ gay community. 

Of the eight victims, four were 
killed in the last six months. 

The victims — one 14, one 15 and 
the rest between 22 and 27 — all 
were from Indianapolis, all linked to 
the gay community in some way, all 
-found with some article of clothing 

-amissing and all lacking defensive 


wounds to indicate a struggle, police 
said. 

Three victims were strangled and 
two were stabbed. 

The FBI told Indianapolis detec- 
tives one killer probably is about 45 
years old, married but sexually dis- 
tant with his wife because of a 
sexual desire for children, has a 
good job and outwardly appears 
normal. 


They say he knows he needs help 
but is too ashamed to seek it, and 
that when he is found, he’ll reveal 
he only killed Baker because things 
got out of hand and he feared for his 
reputation. 

The profile of the second killer — 
believed to have killed the 21 and 22 
year olds — is much different. The 
agents say he probably is a common 
laborer in his late 20s or early 30s 
who represses his homosexuality 
and is worried about his attraction 
to other men. To make up for that, 
he acts tough and has developed a 
strong, muscular torso to show his 
manliness. He is in a homosexual 
panic, always afraid someone will 
think he is homosexual and always 
ready to fight to defend himself. 
Because of his fears, he hates 
homosexuals. 
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Victims’ identities 
could be key clues 


` INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Learning 
the identity of four young men whose 
skeletal remains were found in a 
shallow grave in northwestern In- 
diana could be the key to finding 
their killer, authorities said Thurs- 
day. 

But Capt. Larry D. Carmichael, 
assistant commander of the state 
police investigations division, said 
identifying one of the four will be 
hamperéd because his head is miss- 
ing. It’s unclear whether the victim 
had been decapitated or whether his 
skull had been carried off by 
animals, he said. 

“Once we find out who they are 
and where they’re from, we might be 
able to trace their whereabouts and 
find out ~something about them, 
possibly where they were last seen,” 
Carmichael told reporters. 

Carmichael, who heads a law 
enforcement task force investigating 
the „deaths of suspected homosex- 
uals, said it was premature to draw 
any connection between the Newton 
County killings and the slayings of 
eight young men in the Indianapolis 
area from January 1980 to June 1983. 
State police are working with the 
local law enforcement officials to 
determine whether the crimes are 
tied, he said. 

“They were probably killed by the 
same individual,’’ Carmichael said 
of the Newton County victims. But 


he said it is doubtful that only one 
person is responsible for all the other 
killings. 

The remains of the latest victims 
— two of them white, one black and 
one whose race is unknown — were 
discovered by mushroom hunters 
earlier this week. The graves were 
located on vacant farmland about 100 
yards from U.S. 41 near Lake Village 
in Indiana’s northwestern corner. 

Carmichael said there were 
similarities between the deaths of 
the Newton County victims and the 
eight young men killed in the 
Indianapolis area. ; 

Two of the Newton County men 
had their trousers pulled down 
around their ankles, as did two of the 
Indianapolis victims, he said. 
Another common thread is the fact 
that the bodies were found in shallow 
graves not far from a major 
highway, he added. 

“At this point, we don’t have a 


great deal of information,” the soft- - 


spoken investigator conceded. 

The bodies have been taken to 
Indiana University Medical School 
for examination for such things as 
cause of death, whether there were 
any drugs present when death oc- 
curred, the race and other informa- 
tion that may lead to the identity of 
the victim, Carmichael said. 

State police released the following 
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This map shows the locations in Indiana and Illinois where police 
investigators have found bodies in shallow graves. Police believe 
the crimes may be connected and a task force of officers from 
both states is investigating. The latest discovery of bodies was 
mage Tuesday and Wednesday in Newton County in northwest 
ndiana. 
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MUNSTER, Ind. (AP) — Police 
investigating a string of apparent 
homosexual-related slayings in In- 
diana and Illinois are taking a close 
look at»the murder of a Munster 


office custodian, according to a 


published report. 

The Gary Post-Tribune reported 
Tuesday that police sources say 
Indiana State Police and Munster 
police conferred last week over 
details of the Oct. 12 killing of 
Raymond P. Crawley, 26, of Ham- 
mond, who an autopsy showed was 
stabbed at least 11 times. 

Multiple stab wounds were found 
on the bodies of at least nine other 
men whose deaths have been linked 
to the killings in Indiana and Illinois 
during the past year. 

Crawley’s, whose body was found 
inside a locked real estate office 
located in a bank building, worked 
for a janitorial service. There was no 
evidence of an attempted break-in at 
the bank. 

A cause of death has not been 
determined for four partially decom- 
posed bodies found in northern 
Newton County Oct. 17 and 18. 


Munster slaying cou 


Evidence at the Newton County 
site also showed similarities to other 
killings — enough to convince a team 
of investigators from six police 
agencies in both states that the 
deaths there and and the other nine 
slayings were linked, authorities 
said. 

Mushroom hunters found three 
partially decomposed bodies in 
shallow. graves near the Newton- 
Lake county line Oct. 18. The next 
morning, police found a fourth body. 
Preliminary reports show the vic- 
tims to be three white males and a 
black male, all in their late teens to 
30s. 

Forensic pathologist John Pless 
and anthopologist Della Cook re- 
ceived the four bodies Tuesday from 
Newton County Coroner David Den- 
nis. Officials don’t know when the 
autopsies will be done. 

Authorities look for the autopsies 
to reveal the identities and cause of 
death. Indiana State Police and other 
law enforcement agencies two days 
ago began checking missing person 
lists from Chicago to Evansville and 
reviewing similar unsolved slayings 


MA 
be related 


to string of homosexual killings 


in Ind®%ha and Illinois. 

ISP >, Ted Knorr has been 
designated “q@ordinator of a pair of 
investigative teams created to probe 
the slayings. Knorr is chief in- 
vestigator of the Lowell state police 
post. í 

Knorr said one team will contact 
police agencies in the Midwest to 
develop and follow leads on missing 
persons reports. 

The other team is responsible for 
compiling unsolved slaying informa- 
tion from area police departments. 

Detectives met at the Lowell post 
last Thursday before inspecting the 
burial area located behind a vacant 
farmhouse along U.S. 41 just south of 
the Kankakee River. 

According to state police, 
similarities in the linked killings 
include: multiple stabbings, lower- 
ing of the victims’ trousers and 
underwear, raising or removal of the 
victims’ upper body clothing, dis- 
posal of the bodies near highways in 
isolated areas and burial above 
ground with a thin cover of dirt or 
brush. 
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WAUKEGAN, Ill. (AP) — A judge 
Saturday refused to lower the $1 
million bond for a man accused of 
one of a string of homosexual-related 
killings that a sheriff compared to 
the 33 murders in the case of John 
Wayne Gacy. 

Larry W. Eyler, a 30-year-old 
housepainter, remained in custody in 
Lake County on a charge of murder- 
ing a 28-year-old Chicago man 
believed to be one of up to 19 
homosexual-related fatal stabbing 
victims. 

“This type of sordid crime can be 
compared with the sadistic gratifica- 
tion that John Wayne Gacy must 
have enjoyed in his vicious crimes, 
which I believe are unsurpassed in 
the annals of recorded sexual 
murders and degradation,” Lake 
County Sheriff Robert H. Babcox 
said in a news conference after the 
bond hearing in this community 
about 45 miles north of Chicago. 

Gacy is awaiting execution for the 
murders of 33 teen-age boys and 
young men, most of whose bodies 
were found buried in shallow graves 
under or close to his home near 
O’Hare International Airport. 

Of the recent killings, Babcox 
said: ‘‘All the victims have been 
stabbed numerous times — 17,18,19 


~ times, their pants have been pulled 


œ down around their ankles, 


O 


their 
shirts have been pulled up and 


OÖ they’ve been trussed up — bound 
c up.” 


p. 
After Assistant State’s Attorney 


Ray McKoski argued against 


“lowered bond because Eyler 
represents a “very serious concern 
“for society and other people he may 
“come in contact with,” Associate 
"District Judge Alvin Ira Singer said 
the suspect’s bond would remain at 
$1 million. 
~< A preliminary hearing is set for 
Wednesday. 

Eyler was arrested Friday on a 
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Eyler worked in area 


The Rev. Duane Sinn, ex- 
ecutive director of the 
Economic Opportunity Corp., 
would neither confirm nor deny 
that agents from the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation had 
contacted him regarding a 
former employee who is 
suspected of several homosex- 
ual-related murders. 

“Pll make no comments on 
that,” Sinn said when asked if 
the FBI had contacted him 
during the past week. 

Larry Eyler, currently under 
$1 million bond in Lake County, 
Ill., is charged with murder in 
the August 1983 stabbing death 
of Ralph Calise, 28, in that 
county. 

The suspect maintained re- 
sidences at 376 Keane Lane in 
Terre Haute and in Chicago. 

Sinn, who reportedly hired 
Eyler as an employee for the 
Economic Opportunity Act 
Committee, refused to com- 
ment on the man. 

“I have my own personal 
reasons for not commenting,” 
Sinn said. 

He did confirm that Eyler 
was an outreach worker at 
EOAC who took applications 
for Project SAFE and the 
Energy Crisis Intervention 
Program. 


charge of killing Ralph E. Calise, 
whose body was found in Lake 
County on Aug. 31, two weeks after 
the discovery of the body of another 
man, 28-year-old Gustavo Herrera, 
several miles away. Another body 
uncovered earlier this year in Lake 
County has not been identified. 
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INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Four 
bedies discovered last month in 


- Newton County remain unidentified, 


but authorities said Wedesday tests 
indicate all four victims were males 
who died from stab wounds within 
the past year. 

The bodies were found in shallow 
graves in a remote, vacant farm in 
Newton County. Mushroom hunters 
found three of the bodies Oct. 18, and 
the next day police discovered the 
other body buried about 25 feet from 
them. 

“The bodies were of three young 
white males and one young black,” 
Newton County Coroner David Den- 
nis told a news conference. “All had 
multiple stab-type wounds ... Tests 
and physical evidence at the scene 
indicate the four bodies had been 
buried within the last year.” 

Dr. John Pless, who examined the 
bodies at the Indiana University 
Medical School, said one of the white 


CRNE Jap 


victims died 


victims was missing a head and both 
arms. He said there was no evidence 
the head. had been removed 
“traumatically” and that an animal 
might have been responsible for it 
since the victim had been buried in 
a shallow grave. 

Pless said identifying the victims 
was difficult since all four were 
badly decomposed. The causes of 
death was largely determined by the 
skeltons, he said. 

The bones indicated the victims 
had received ‘fairly deep penetra- 
tion by a sharp object,” Pless said, 
adding that some of the bodies 
showed evidence of having been 
stabbed 15 to 20 times. 

State Police Capt. Larry D. 
Carmichael, spokesman for a police 
task force investigating a series of 
similar deaths allegedly involving 
homosexuals, said it was too early to 
say if the Newton County bodies 
were connected with his investiga- 
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tion. 

Larry Eyler of Terre Haute, who 
also maintains a residence in 
Chicago, is being held in Illinois on 
a murder charge involving a similar 
death. 

At a Saturday news conference in 
Waukegan, Ill., Lake County Sheriff 
Richard Babcox said the arrest of 
Eyler, 30, had been accomplished 
with the help of the Indiana task 
force. 

Eyler is being held on $1 million 
bond for the murder of Ralph Calise, 
a 28-year-old Chicagoan with ties to 
the gay community. 

“It’s a little premature to assume 
any connection with the Newton 
County bodies and Eyler,’ 
Carmichael. said, adding that no 
charges are pending against Eyler in 
Indiana. Babcox had said the 
similarities between the Newton 
County bodies and the murder of 
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wounds 


both cases. 

Carmichael said material police 
seized from Eyler’s Terre Haute 
home was being inven ORA and 
cataloged. 

“There is no information! ag to 
what’s there that we're able “to 
release,” he said. i A 

The warrant for Tuesday’s search 
was obtained in Marion County, 
Carmichael said, adding that- it 
authorized them to search “ʻall of his 
personal property. Anything that 
might indicate his involvement [in a 
series of homosexual murders]. 
We're still sorting through the items 
that were confisicated. 


“There is a great number“ of 
similarities between the Indiana 
deaths and those in Ilinois,” 
Carmichael added. ‘‘But, we’ re not 
ready to make an definite connec- 
tion.” 
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Larry Eyler was arrested in a stabbing incident here in August 1978 
in which the victim withdrew the charges before trial began. 

Eyler, 30, 376 Keane Lane, gave himself up to Vigo County Sheriff's 
Sgt. James Jenkins in the early hours of Aug. 3, 1978, as deputy Kevin 
Artz treated Craig N. Long, formerly of 1219 Eighth Ave. 

Attempts Friday to reach Long were unsuccessful. 

Court records made no.mention of why Long dropped charges 
against Eyler, but a deposition read at a bond-reduction hearing for 
Eyler in Chicago last week said Long dropped charges after Eyler 
agreed to pay Long $2,500 for medical and other expenses. 

Eyler, 30, who has shared a residence here with an Indiana State 
University professor, is being held in Illinois under $1 million bond 
for the murder of Ralph Calise, 28, who lived in an uptown Chicago 
neighborhood where Eyler also maintained a residence. 

Authorities believe the Calise slaying may be tied to upward of 20 
murders in Indiana and Illinois. 

A sheriff’s arrest report on the 1978 stabbing incident said Eyler 
picked up Long, who was hitchhiking south on Seventh Street, en route 
to a girlfriend's house near Third and Voorhees streets. 

Eyler’s and Long’s statements conflict over a conversation they 
had about a homosexual act. Eyler told police that both agreed to 
participate, but Long contended he refused — prompting Eyler to pull 
a knife. 

Eyler told police he drove to a field near 25th Street and Springhill 
Road, where! Long said Eyler told him at knifepoint to disrobe. Long 
said Eyler bound him in handcuffs and rope around his feet. 

“I pushed him and forgot I had a knife — I stabbed him,” Eyler 
was quoted in the report as saying. Long suffered a chest wound in 
the incident. : 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


A former Vigo County Economic 
Opportunity Act Committee worker, 
charged with the murder of a 
Chicago man, is described by his 
mother as a person still in search of 
his identity. 

Larry Eyler, 30, who has shared a 
residence here with an Indiana State 
University professor, is being held in 
Illinois under $1 million bond for the 
murder of Ralph Calise, 28, who 
lived in a Chicago uptown 
neighborhood where Eyler also 
maintained another residence. 
Authorities believe the Calise slay- 
ing may be tied to upward of 20 
murders in Indiana and Illinois. 

“He was a lost kid of the ’60s who 
was still trying to find himself,” 
Shirley DeKoff, Eyler’s mother, 
said. Her words echoed those spoken 
by attorney Kenneth Ditkowsky dur- 
ing a Lake County, Ill., press 
conference Saturday. 

“He’s never had a father until 
Irving,” DeKoff said about her 
husband of 8% years. Irving DeKoff, 
60, a former Columbia University 
faculty member, is an administrator 
of a state hospital in Indiana. 

The DeKoffs asked the name of 
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tyler searc 


their hometown not be reported. 

Suspicions that Eyler may be tied 
to a. string of murders -that 
authorities say are homosexual- 
related have raised questions about 
Eyler’s sexuality, but DeKoff said, 
“I do not know about [my children’s} 
sexuality — it’s not my concern.” 

DeKoff said she divorced Eyler’s 
father, whom she described as an 
alcoholic, nearly three years after 
Larry was born on Dec. 21, 1952, in 
Crawfordsville. 

“They didn’t have a very good 
relationship because of the alcohol,” 
DeKoff, 55, said. 

Three years after the couple’s 
divorce in 1955, Eyler, his three 
older brothers, a sister and his 
family moved to Lebanon, where 
Larry attended parochial school. The 
family moved again in 1967, to the 
Greencastle area. 

Eyler dropped out of South Put- 
nam High School and came close to 
joining a Canadian monastary that 
had accepted him. He later declined 
to attend because he did not want to 
be away from his family, DeKoff 
said. 

He worked at odd jobs in Green- 
castle until enrolling at Indiana State 
University. He quit after a short 
stint at the school and moved to 
Indianapolis, where he worked for 


hing for identity: 


Indiana National Bank in security, 
DeKoff said. He was there about a 
year. 

“There was no great length of 
time we didn’t talk to each other,” 
said the high-school-educated De- 
Koff, who has worked most of her 
life as a secretary. 

Eyler re-enrolled at ISU, from 
about 1975 to 1979, and worked at 
various jobs while working on a 
business major he never completed. 

“He was intelligent, but not as 
diligent as he could’ve been” in 
school, DeKoff said. 

“Pm his mother; I love him 
dearly and he didn’t do these 
things,” she said, choking back 
tears. 

DeKoff said jailers allowed Eyler 
to receive a money order and a 
paperback book she took him, but 
refused to let him have a family 
Bible she had for him. 

Eyler filed a federal lawsuit Oct. 
11, charging Lake County Sheriff 
Richard Babcox of Waukegan, Iil., 
three members of his department, 
five Indiana state policeman and 
another man with violating his 
constitutional rights by threatening 
him and accusing him of being “ʻa 
cold-blooded murderer” during 
questioning on two separate oc- 
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casions. 

He seeks $250,000 in Bi Fe es and 
$50 a day in payment for a truck 
Illinois authorities impounded for 
possible evidence after Indiana state 
troopers stopped him Sept. 27 along 
Interstate 65. 

“I didn’t think things like this 
happened in the U.S. It’s so hard for 
me to understand,” DeKoff said. 


Indiana State Police Capt. Larry | 


Carmichael heads a task force 
investigation of eight mysterious 
deaths of Indianapolis men with 
links to the city’s gay community. 
He said material police seized under 
search warrent from Eyler’s home, 
376 Keane Lane, Tuesday was being 
inventoried. 


Authorities reportedly searched 
Eyler’s residence in an attempt to 
find evidence relating to the murder 
of Steve R: Agan, 23, Terre Haute, 
found Dec. 28 in Vermillion County; 
John L. Roach, 21, Indianapolis, 
found last December in Putnam 
County; and Daniel Scott McNeive, 
22, Indianapolis, found last aly in 
Hendricks County. 


DeKoff, who talked with her son 
Tuesday, said that his main concern 
was what the charge ary doing to 


Do Nc 7 


‘other peoole. Lt 


Criaiet Cran 


Police mum on, 


hind 


Police investigating a string of 
apparent homosexual-related slay- 
ings met with Lowell. authorities 
Wednesday in what was described as 
productive discussions about four 
partially decomposed bodies found in 
Newton County on Oct. 17 and 18. 

Capt. Larry Carmichael, who is 
spearheading an Indiana State 
Police task force investigation, said 
while “it was a productive meet- 
ing,” he could not disclose what was 
discussed. 

Evidence at the Newton County 
site, where the four bodies were 
unearthed from shallow graves, also 
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onvincing police in Illinois and 
Indiana the four murders were 
linked with nine others apparently 
committed in the last year. 

Task force investigators looked 
into another murder reported Tues- 
day involving skeletal remains found 
near Rennselaer in Jasper County 
about a month ago. 

“It’s very likely there could be a 
link” with the Newton County kill- 
ings, Jasper County Coroner Stephen 
Spicer was quoted as saying Tues- 
day. A forensic examination con- 
ducted by Dr. John Pless. indicated 
the victim was probably stabbed to 
death within the last two years. 

No identification of the remains 
could be made, but Spicer described 
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G howed similarities to other killings, 


the victim as a male, 5 feet, 3 inches 
tall, between 18 and 26 years old. 

Meanwhile, no new developments 
have emerged in the task force 
investigation of the Steve R. Agan 
murder. Agan, 23, Terre Haute, was 
found dead in Vermillion County on 
Dec. 28. 

Vermillion County authorities had 
conferred with the task force last 
week on the Agan murder. ‘‘There's 
no indication that charges are about 
to happen,” Carmichael said. 

Larry W. Eyler, Terre Haute, who 
is awaiting a Dec. 17 trial on charges 
of murder of a Chicago man, is 
suspected by the task force in the 
Agan murder, along with the 
murders of two Indianpolis men. 
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ask if bodies could be relieved 


LOWELL, Ind. (AP)— Callers 
-from around the nation are still 
* asking Indiana State Police whether 
- four stabbing victims found six 
weeks ago in shallow graves in 
northwestern Indiana could be their 
missing relatives. 

If identification is not established 
within the next two weeks, in- 
` vestigators will hire an artist, 
» trained in drawing the features of a 
` human face based on skull structure, 
“Sgt. Ted W. Knorr, the chief in- 
vestigator at the Lowell state police 
post, said. 

Knorr will ask the media to 
publish the drawing in hopes of 
identification. 

Telephone calls, which have come 
from New Jersey to New Mexico, 
have led to the names of 30 possible 
victims, but have not produced a 
verified identification. 

Dental records are being pursued 
for nine possible victims, each 
between 16 and 30 years old and 
disappearing under mysterious 
. circumstances. State police have 
“also requested dental records from 
- Waukegan, Ill., where investigators 

have collected charts in hopes of 
identifying victims found murdered 
in a similar way: 

`: The decomposed bodies were 
‘found Oct. 18 buried in shallow 
_ graves near Lake Village in Newton 
County. Three of the victims were 
white and one was black. A fifth 
` male was buried in a similar shallow 
- grave and found Oct. 15 3 miles west 


* of Rensselaer, which is about 15° 


‘miles southeast of Lake Village. 


`- Knorr is also investigating this case. 


The Newton County victims had 
their trousers pulled down to their 
ankles and were barely covered with 
dirt and leaves. It appears each of 
the victims were stabbed and 
brought to the site at different times. 

Knorr said, ‘‘One gal called up and 
said, ‘Don’t tell my mother about 
this.’ But she said she would send the 
dental records of a brother who 
disappeared and left his car, money 
and bank account. 

“‘She said, ‘My mother still thinks 
he’s out there. Please don’t tell her 
I’m doing this because she doesn’t 
believe he’s dead yet.’ 

Parents may be reluctant to file a 
missing persons report with police 
after reading of recent murders in 
which victims disappeared, only to 
be found in fields with their pants 
pulled down and linked to the 
homosexual community, Knorr said. 

Indiana authorities have formed a 
much-publicized special task force 
to investigate eight gay-related 
murders in the state. 

“We're not even suggesting the 
bodies we have are involved with the 
gay community. It appears the 
person who committed the murders 
may be-gay related by pulling the 
trousers down,” Knorr said. 

“But it may be a copycat killer. 
With such publicity on certain types 
of murders, someone who wanted to 
commit.a crime would go ahead and 
pull the trousers down and think 
maybe they’d get away with it and 
the police would blame it on so- 
meone else,” he added. 


The first victim was a white male, 


whose age was between the teens 
and 30s, 6 feet, weighing about 165 
pounds with brownish hair. He wore 
a tan, hooded parka, gray shirt, size 
34 Levi jeans, white socks and brown 
shoes. 

The second body was a white 
male, 20 to 30 years old, 6 feet 2 
inches, about 195 pounds, with red- 
dish-brown hair. He wore blue jeans 
and faded white boxer shorts. He had 
mismatched white tube socks, one 
with purple-and-red stripes, the 
other with a red stripe. 

The head of the third victims was 
missing, which makes it impossible 
to check dental charts, and no race 
could be determined. He was in his 
early 20s, about 5 feet 6 inches and 
weighed 160 pounds. He wore brown 
pants with small buttons on the front 
pocket, white jockey-type shorts, 
size 10a brown leather hiking boots 
and white socks. 

The fourth victim was a black man 
of undetermined age, about 6 feet 
and 180 pounds. He wore Levi jeans, 
a stretch blue belt with the word 
“Devil” on it, size 34 Fruit of the 
Loom boxer shorts and size 12 black, 
suede Hush Puppy boots with side 
buckles. He also wore pajamas and 
a white sleeveless t-shirt. 

Clothes found around the victim 
discovered near Rensselaer included 
a hooded sweatshirt, jogging shoes 
and Levi jeans. A cigarette lighter 
with the name ‘‘Arlene’’ engraved on 
it was also found. Knorr is in- 
vestigating this case with the other 
four because of similarities in the 
way the body was buried. 
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Bitchiikers seem 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Young men who hitchhike 
at night on major highways between Indianapolis and 
Chicago were more likely the prey in a string of 
murders than homosexuals, police say. 

Initially, police thought a possible link between the 
slayer and some or all of the 13 victims found in Illinois 
and Indiana was the gay community because many of 
the victims were homosexuals or hustlers., 

However, police developed the new profile because 
some of the highway killer’s victims were not 
homosexuals, an investigator told the Indianapolis Star. 

Police also now theorize the slayer lured his victims 
with a sexual proposition, offering them either $100 in 
cash or placidyl, a hypnotic sleep-inducing depressant 
prescribed for insomnia, said the investigator who 
asked not to be identified. 

Police said people ingesting placidyl become 
physically weak through loss of muscle response, which 
would explain why the victims have shown a lack of 
defensive wounds. 

Meanwhile, state police said Tuesday that a man 
charged in one of the slayings was near the grave sites 
of four other victims when one of the four was reported 
missing. 

Larry W. Eyler was in Lake Village early this year 
when Michael D. Bauer of Chicago was first reported 


missing, Indiana State Police Detective Sgt. Ted Knorr 


Community Affairs File. 


said during the daylong meeting of 35 law enforcement 
officers and prosecutors working on the case. 

However, Knorr stopped short of naming Eyler as a 
solid suspect in the four deaths. 

“I think I have to be careful and not jump to any 
unwarranted conclusions,” he said. 

Eyler, 30, has maintained homes in Terre Haute and 
Chicago. He was indicted in October in Waukegan, Ill., 
in the death of Ralph D. Calise, who was stabbed 19 
times and found in a farm field about 40 miles north 
of Chicago. Eyler is scheduled to be tried Dec. 19. in 
Waukegan. 

Bauer, a 28-year-old pizza deliveryman, is the only 
one of the four bodies found Oct. 19 at the Newton 
County site to be identified. 

His identity was determined this week through dental 
records obtained from Chicago police. Bauer and the 
other men had been stabbed to death. 

Bauer’s mother reported her son missing on March 
7, and Chicago police records indicate they investigated 
the case until October. 

Because of the identification of Bauer, Knorr said he 
has reason to be optimistic about identifying the other 
three men. 

“I have dental records on five missing persons that 
I’m going to be checking,” Knorr said. “I have one that 
seems to be a good lead as well.” 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Indiana authorities investigating a 
string of homosexual-related killings 
said Thursday skéletal remains of a 
body found near Effingham, Iil., fit 
the pattern of 15 other killings in ‘the 
Midwest. 


“There are a lot of sfititarities, 
but I won’t say they are connected,” 
Capt. Larry Carmichael, who heads 
an Indiana task force investigation, 
said. 


All the bodies found in the last 
year had been mutilated, their pants 
pulled down and abandoned near 


illing fits 


T 


igh ays. Some had been 
unearthed from shallow graves. 


“Undoubtedly, we'll be working 
very closely with them [Illinois State 
Police] after the holidays,’ 
Carmichael said. 


Skeletal remains of an uniden- 
tified victim were found off In- 
terstate 70 near Effingham on Dec. 
5. r 


A forensic pathologist’s report 
said the skeleton was of a white man 
about 6-feet, l-inch tall who was 
stabbed sometime last summer. A 
trapper found the remains five miles 
outside Effingham near a stream. 

An Illinois State Police spokesman 
refused to disclose contents of 
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discussions Wednesday with Lake 
County, Ill., sheriff's deputies inquir- 
ing about the discovery of skeletal 
remains. 


Lake County authorities have been 
investigating killings they say may 
be tied to Larry Eyler of Terre 
Haute and Chicago who has been 
charged with the murder of 
Chicago man and is in Lake County 
Jail. 


Meanwhile, Vermillion County 
Prosecutor Henry J. Antonini was 
quoted in published reports Wednes- 
day as saying he was. pondering 
whether to convene a grand jury to 
investigate any possible connection 
between Eyler and a mutilation- 


sa 


attern of others: Police 
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killing of Steve Agan of Terre Haute. 

Agan’s body was found almost a 
year ago near an abandoned farm 
house, about a mile north of 
Newport. 


Antonini acknowledged Thursday 
only that the Agan murder remains 
under investigation. He said he was 
upset that reports quoted him as 
saying he was considering convening 
a grand jury, but he did not dispute 
the accuracy of the reports. 


“We have two ways to go in 
pursuing the information on [Agan’s} 
murder. We.can either | lla grand 
jury. or we can mak 
arrest. Until I pih peer t j 
take a long, hard look at the e 


and the costs,” Antonini was quoted 
as saying. 

Indiana State Police Detective 
Sgt. Loyd Heck, whose ISP post has 
been assisting task force in- 
vestigators on the Agan murder, said 
last week more physical evidence is 
needed before charges can be 
brought. 

Agan’s body was found the same 
day the body of an Indianapolis man, 
John L. Roach, 21, was discovered by 
a farmer in a Putnam County field. 

Police did not link the two killings 
at first, although both had been 
stabbed repeatedly, left outside in 
remote, rural areas and both were 
found with their pants pulled below 
their knees. 
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attorney, 
files new 


motions 


WAUKEGAN, Ill. (AP) — 
The new attorney for a 30- 
year-old house painter accused 
of murder in one of a string of 
Slayings has filed 16 new 
‘motions seeking to suppress 
much of the evidence in the 
case. 

The attorney, David Schip- 
pers of Chicago, filed the 
motions on behalf of Larry 
Eyler last week before Circuit 
Judge William Block, who next 
Monday will set a hearing 
date. Eyler’s trial originally 
was scheduled to begin Dec. 
19, but will be delayed until at 
Nae January. 

f Schippers has expressed un- 
happiness with news accounts 
of the case. He also said he felt 
Eyler’s first attorney, Ken- 
neth Ditkowsky of Chicago, 
had been trying the case in the 
news media. 

Ditkowsky, who still 
represents Eyler in a $100 
million civil case against law 
enforcement officials for al- 
leged harrassment, said Tues- 
day that his openness with 
reporters has been an attempt 


to counter statements which 
| he described as untrue and 
| “intended to mislead and 
` create a {ae mentali- 
oh 


Eyler is charged with 

murdering Ralph Calise, 28. 
= The body of Calise was found 
ee ‘ina field near Lake 
- Forest. © vy 
Four of the math filed by 

‘Schippers ask to suppress 
| evidence seized and state- 
_ ments taken on Sept. 30 and | 
` Oct. 3. Another four call for 
net search warrant 
1 ie evi idence 
during a ches of of | 
€ git- : 
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Eyler has to'be 


LAKE VILLAGE fa dB ity Rifas | a Calise, 28, of 


The second of four bodies found on 
a northwest Indiana farm has been 
identified, and state police say a 
man charged with a similar murder 
in Chicago is the prime suspect in all 
four slayings, police said Thursday. 

“There are so many similarities 
between these slayings ... that Larry 
Eyler would have to be the prime 
suspect,” said Sgt. Ted Knorr of the 
Indiana State Police Post at Lowell. 
“Early in the investigation, there 
were other suspects that we have 
since ruled out. We can’t discount 
Larry Eyler as a suspect.”’ 

Eyler, 31, of Chicago and Terre 
Haute, has been charged in the death 


y 3983 
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Chicago. 
Calise’s body was found Aug. 3lina 
field near Lake Forest, Ill. Eyler is 
being held in jail in Waukegan, Hl., 
on $1 million bond. 

On Wednesday, Coroner David 
Dennis identified the second body 
found in Newton County as 19-year- 
old John Bartlett of Uniontown, Pa. 
Bartlett disappeared from Chicago, 
where he was staying with his sister, 
on March 3. 


Knorr said Eyler is a suspect in 
the deaths of Bartlett, two uniden- 
tified males and Michael Bauer of 
Chicago, whose body was identified 
last month. All were found near this 


rye 


northwest iene community in 
mid-October, buried in shallow 
graves with their pants pulled down 
around their knees, Knorr said. 


Knorr said Eyler became the main 
suspect because of similarities in the 
deaths as well as circumstantial 
evidence. He said both identified 
victims were from the same side of 
Chicago, which Eyler was known to 
frequent, and that there were two 
credit card transactions that placed 
Eyler in the Lake Village area when 
the victims last were seen. 

One transaction was a telephone 
call made from Lake Village to 
Terre Haute on March 8. 
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The murder trial of Larr 
Eyler, 30, Terre Haute, is 
Scheduled to begin at 1:20 p.m. 
Wednesday. a Lake County 
Circuit Court spokeswoman 
said. His trial was originally 
scheduled to begin Dec. 19. 

The former Vigo County 
Economic Opportunity Act 
Committee worker is charged 
with the murder of Chicago 


. man Ralph Calise, 28. Calise's 


body was found Aug. 31, 1983, in 
a field near Lake Forest. 
Eyler has been considered a 
Suspect in scores of other 
Slayings in Indiana and Illinois. 
Investigators at first believed 


_ that victims were selected 


because of their ties to the gay 


commynity, AN 2p 1984 
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udge rules in 


_Eyjer’s behalf 


WAUK&GAN, Ill. (AP) — 
Prosecutors, ‘king key evidence 
following judicié-action here Fri- 
day, have until Mo day.to determine 
whether. to begin-a%@sial--against 
Larry Eyler of Terre Maute. 

Eyler is charged in the stabbing 
death of a Chicago man. 

Judge William Block of Lake 
Circuit Court ruled Friday that key 
evidence was obtained illegally by 
Indiana State Police last September 
and cannot be used in Eyler’s trial, 
which is set to begin here Monday. 

Block also granted motions sup- 
pressing evidence that was taken in 
three searches of Eyler’s Terre 
Haute home, 376 Keane Lane. Those 
searches were on Oct. 1, Oct. 31 and 
Nov. 22. 

Block denied a motion to suppress 
evidence uncovered in a search of 
Eyler’s vehicle by Lake County 
sheriffs investigator Willie Smith on 
Oct. 6. He ruled that that search was 
valid. 


State’s Attorney Fred Foreman 
said Block’s decision puts his office 
at a disadvantage. 

“It’s not a hopeless position,” 
Foreman said, ‘‘but we wanted to be 
able to use that (Indiana) evidence 
in court.” 

Seized during the search Sept. 30 
were the boots Eyler was wearing, 
a knife, handcuffs and a bag contain- 
ing various lengths of rope and tape. 

In Lake County, Eyler is charged 
with the stabbing death of Ralph 
Calise, 28, of Chicago. Calise’s body, 
stabbed 17 times, was found near 
Lake Forest. 

Assistant State’s Attorney Ray 
McKoski told Block the state would 
need until Monday to determine if it 
will appeal his decision or if it will 
continue with present trial plans. 

Block agreed to the request for the 
delay although Eyler’s attorney, 
David Schippers of Chicago, said he 
felt his client has been unreasonably 
detained for 16 weeks. Schippers said 
it didn’t appear there was much 
evidence left for the state to take the 
matter to trial. 

In his ruling, Block did not 
Suppress evidence found during an 
Oct. 3 search of Eyler’s truck, which 
was brought into Lake County. Eyler 
also made a statement to Lake 
County authorities at that time. But 
McKoski admitted the only evidence 
that came from that search were 
comparisons of tire tracks. 

Lake County investigators said 
footprints and tire tracks found near 
Calise’s body appeared to match 
Eyler’s bogts and the tires of his 
truck. SFE 1984 
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Indiana investigators weigh | 
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Indiana Aba) HEE ER 
ing the impact of an Illinois judge’s 
decision to throw out some evidence 
in a case against Larry Eyler, 
formerly of Terre Haute, who is a 
prime suspect in a string of 
homosexual-related killings. 

Eyler, charged with murder in the 
slaying of a Chicago man, was 
released on $1,000 cash bond Monday 
after Lake County, Ill., Circuit Judge 
William Block threw out some 
evidence in the case. 

Block’s ruling Friday concerned 
items taken from Eyler’s truck after 
he was stopped for questioning in 
Indiana on Sept. 30. Among the items 
was a pair of boots that prosecutors 
say linked Eyler to the Lake Forest, 
I., field where the body of Ralph 
Calise was found. 

Eyler is accused of killing Calise. 


1984 Z OER e 
Block ith “a ‘suppress evidence 
obtained inyan Oct. 3 search of the 


truck. That @vidence included casts 
of tire treads, which prosecutors say 
also link Eyler to Calise’s death. 

The judge found Eyler was ar- 
rested solely for questioning in the 
slayings, and that officers had no 
solid reason to search his truck. 

Block did allow the use of evidence 
from three searches of Eyler’s home 
at 376 Keane Lane in October and 
November. 

Indiana State Police Capt. Larry 
Carmichael, who is head of an 
Indiana task force investigating a 
string of killings, said investigators 
would meet to see what impact the 
judge's action would have on the 
four-month-old investigation. 

Carmichael said Eyler remains a 
poime suspect in the killing of 15 
5. 


ler case 


t 


persons, y! of enc were white 
males found tied up with their pants 
pulled down and found along major 
interstate highways in Indiana and 
Ilinois. 


Three other suspects have been 
targeted in the investigation, but 
Carmichael refused to elaborate. 

‘In reducing Eyler’s bond from $1 
million to $10,000, Block said some 


evidence was gathered improperly. 


“The law does not give me the 
right to hold someone in custody whe 
under the law is presumed innocent 
and where the evidence against him 
is almost nil,” Block said. “If I 
thought the Appellate Court wa’ 
going to reverse my decision, I 


wouldn't have ruled that way in the | 


first place.” 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Authorities may be close to filing 
charges against Larry Eyler, 
formerly of Terre Haute, in the 
killing of Steven Agan, whose 
mutiliated body was found in De- 
cember 1982 near Newport. 

The head of an Indiana task force 
investigating a string of killings in 
which the male victims were sexual- 
ly assaulted said filing of charges 
against Eyler was a possibility. 

Indiana State Police Capt. Larry 
Carmichael said only Vermillion 
County Prosecutor Henry J. An- 
tonini, who has jurisdiction in the 
case, could say for sure whether 
charges were imminent. 

“We’ll undoubtedly be touching 
base with his [Antonini’s} office in 
the very near future,” Carmichael 
said. ‘‘But anything that would be 
forthcoming would be coming from 
his office.” 

Antonini on Tuesday would only 
acknowledge that investigation is 
continuing into the Agan murder. 


illing 


Agan, 23, was found near an aban- 
doned farmhouse about a mile north 
of Newport, just off Indiana 63 in 
Vermillion County. 

Antonini was reported in De- 
cember to be mulling whether to 
convene a grand jury or make an 
outright arrest of Eyler. 

Antonini’s decision apparently 
hinged in part on possible scheduling 
conflicts with court action against 
Eyler, who is charged in the murder 
of a Chicago man and was being held 
in a Lake County, Ill., jail pending 
trial. 

But Lake County Circuit Judge 
William Block threw out key 
prosecution evidence, prompting the 
judge to reduce Eyler’s $1 million 
bond to 10 percent of $10,000. Eyler 
was freed on $1,000 bond Monday. 

Carmichael said task force in- 
vestigators are still assessing the 
impact of Block’s decision to sup- 
press the evidence.\He added that 
the evidence only had\bearing on the 
killing of Ralph Calise, Chicago, 
whom Eyler had beem, accused of 
slaying. \ 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Whether Larry Eyler will be 
charged with the December 1982 
murder of Steve Agan will not be 
known until at least next week. 

Vermillion County Prosecutor 
Henry J. Antonini said Wednesday 
he will confer with Indiana task 
force investigators next week. 
Kyler remains charged with the 


Unto 


October 1983 murder of Ralph 
Calise, Chicago, but was freed on 
bond from an Illinois jail earlier this 
week after Lake County, Ill., Circuit 
Judge William Block threw out most 
prosecution evidence. 

Suppressed evidence included 
prints of tire marks taken from the 
scene of the Calise murder. The 
prints were purported to be from 
tires on a truck belonging to Eyler. 

A spokesman for David Shippers, 
who is Byler’s attorney, said Block 
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obtained against Eyler during his 
Sept. 30, 1983, arrest and after. 

The spokesman, who asked not to 
be named, interpreted Block’s ruling 
as meaning Eyler’s arrest was 
illegal, making subsequent evidence 
gathered against Eyler inad- 
missable. Other suppressed evidence 
included material taken from 
Eyler’s Terre Haute home at 376 
Keane Lane last October and Nov- 
ember. 
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suppressed virtually all evidence 
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Meanwhile, the Indianapolis gay 


community remains fearful a | 


murderer is loose. 


“It doesn’t look too good for the | 


gay community,’’ Stan Berg, 
publisher of an Indianapolis-based 
gay magazine, said, echoing street 
reaction to Eyler’s release. 
“Either way you look it, there’s a 
murderer loose,” Berg said. ‘If 
Eyler was the murderer, he’s free to 
murder again; if he wasn’t, the 
‘murderer is still out there.” 
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By Joe Baker ` 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 
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Vermillion County Prosecutor 
Henry J. Antonini left open Monday 
the possibility charges are forthcom- 
ing in the brutal December 1982 
slaying of Steve Agan, Terre Haute, 
whose body was found in Vermillion 
County. 

“There’s a possibility,” Antonini 
said. “All we have is one bit of 
circumstantial evidence. The rest is 
not enough to get him.” 

Antonini was referring to Larry 
Eyler, formerly of Terre Haute, who 
remains a prime suspect in the Agan 
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Vermillion prosecutor leaves open 


possibility of charges against Eyler- 


murder and nine other murders in 


EB23 1984 Indiana. 


Eyler, 30, has been holed up in a 
Chicago hotel where he has been 
under police surveillence since his 
January release from a Lake Coun- 
ty, Ill., jail, a spokesman for a task 
force investigating the murders 
acknowledged Monday. 

The former Vigo County Equal 
Opportunity Act worker was freed 
when a Lake County judge dismissed 
key evidence linking Eyler to the 
murder of a Chicago man. 

Antonini said he is awaiting 
transcripts of those proceedings. 

Antonini did not elaborate on a 


meeting he had with task force 
investigators two weeks ago in which 
Agan’s murder was discussed. 
Agan’s body was found with multiple 
stab wounds in an abandoned farm 
house near Newport. 

Meanwhile, Capt. Larry 
Carmichael, who heads the task 
force investigation, dismissed re- 
ports that Eyler was headed back to 
Terre Haute. 

“There’s no indication of that that 
we’ve been able to document,” 
Carmichael said. 

Eyler is under court order to 
remain in Illinois unless he receives 
court permission to leave. 


Eyler remains suspect - although pace. slows, i 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Former resident Larry Eyler re- 
mains a.suspect in the eyes of many 
looking into a string of brutal 
¿slayings which is continuing at a 
snail’s pace since a recent disband- 
ing of a multi-agency task force. The- 
task force is investigating 15 
murders in Illinois and Indiana 
including the murder of a Terre 
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Haute man. Ts JUN1 3 1964 
One Indiana State Police detective 


* based in Indianpolis is assigned to 


the case. 
“We still have an interest in the 
individual,’ ISP Capt. Larry 


Carmichael, Indianapolis, said. 
Eyler, a former Vigo County 
Economic Opportunity Acts Com- 
mittee worker who attended Indiana 
State University in the mid-1970s, 
remains holed up in an undisclosed 
location in Chicago, Carmichael 


said. 


Eyler. was freed from a Lake 


County, Ill., jail earlier this year 
after a circuit judge threw out 
evidence on which Eyler was 
charged for the 1983 slaying of a 


' Chicago man. 


Evidence linking Eyler to té 


Ralph Calise murder was obtained - 


illegally from a search of Eyler’s 
truck on Sept. 30 when Eyler was 
stopped for questioning in Indiana, 
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Judge William Block riled. | i> ow 

Authorities had no solid reason to 
search Eyler’s truck, Block said. — 

The suppression of evidence is 
currently under appeal in an Ilinois» 
Appellate Court and a court order 
was issued prohibiting surveillance | 
of Eyler. 

“Were pi about to violate the 
court 0 ” Carmichael said. “But 
if he fines around here, we would 
certainly want to know about it.” _ 
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State police plan 
to.question Eyler 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Indiana State Police will ques- 
tion Larry Eyler within the next 
two days, Sgt. Ted Knorr said from 
his upstate Lowell office Tuesday. 

State police disbanded a task 
force looking into upward of 18 
bi-state slayings in the last three 
years. 

Knorr said state police have 
made no attempt since February to 
question Eyler, because an appeal 
Was pending in a case involving 

orto the of evidence linking 

er to the 1983 murder of Ralph 
Chis, Chicago. The Lake County 
state’s attorney’s office is appealing 
the suppression of evidence, but no 
decision is expected for at least six 
months. 


A Lake County, Ill., judge in 


February lowered Eyler’s bond 
from $1 million to $10,000 and 
Eyler was subsequently released 
from Lake County jail after his 
family posted $1,000 cash bond. 
In reducing the bond, Judge 
William Block said the law ‘does not 
allow holding anyone in custody 
_ when “the evidence against him is 
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Block had ruled that evidence 
taken by Indiana police from 
Eyler’s truck, including handcuffs, 
a blood-stained knife, tape and 
rope, had been illegally seized. 

Vermillion County Prosecutor 
Henry J. Antonini has been await- 
ing the outcome of the appeal 
before knowing whether to pursue 
charges against Eyler in the 1982 
slaying of Steve Agan, Terre 
Haute, whose body was found near 
Newport. 

‘Tm still in the same predica- 
ment,” Antonini said. “I'll just’ sit 
tight until I hear something.” 
Antonini has been lacking material 
evidence linking Eyler to the 
murder scene. 

Antonini speculated that the 
latest killing might prompt Eyler 
to confess to the killings for which 
he is responsible and then plead 
insanity, similar to actions of 
confessed serial-murderer John 
Gacy, Chicago, in the 1970s. 

Eyler’s parents, contacted in 
Kokomo, declined comment on the 
investigation. 

“We're t ying to find out as much 
as we can,” Irvin Dekoff, Eyler’s 
stepfather, said. “There’s no sense 
in making any comment about it.” 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Larry Eyler, suspected in a 
string of slayings, including men 
who had ties to homosexual com- 
munities in Indiana and Illinois, is 
to be charged today in the death of 
a man whose dismembered body 
was found Tuesday in garbage bags 
in Chicago. 

Eyler, 30, a former Vigo County 
Economic Opportunity Acts com- 
mittee worker who attended In- 
diana State University in the 
mid-1970s, was positively iden- 
tified in a police lineup Tuesday by 
aman who saw him place the bags _ 
_into.a.dumpster a few.doors aways- 
from where Eyler was living, 
Indiana State Police Sgt. Ted 
Knorr confirmed Tuesday. 

Eyler was taken into custody 
Tuesday by Chicago police who 

uestioned him in connection with 
the death of Daniel Bridges, 16, 
Chicago, authorities said. Cook 
County Medical Examiner Robert 
J. Stein said the victim had been 
stabbed repeatedly in the chest. 

Knorr, whose upstate Lowell 
office was in close contact with the 
Chicago investigators, quoted a 
Chicago police desk sargeant Tues- - 
day as saying Eyler would be 
charged within 24 hours. in the 
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slaying and that Eyler had been 
identified as having dumped the 
body. 

Knorr confirmed that a janitor, 
irritated that the trash bags had 
been placed in the dumpster, 
picked up one of them and body 
parts began spilling out. 

“It was a terrible scene,” Joe 
Balla told the Associated Press. 
“There were human:legs ... it was 
not a good feeling when I saw the 
hair and skin. Right away I called 
police.” 

A search warrant was obtained 
and technicians searched Eyler’s 
apartment Tuesday, Dave Devane, 
a Cook County state's’ attorney’s 
-Sp kesman said. 

yler was'charged: with the 1983 
murder of a Chicago man, but — 
Eyler’s $1 million bond was re- 
duced to $10,000 after a Lake 
County, Ill., judge threw out key 
evidence linking Eyler to the case. 
The victim, Ralph Calise, had been 
stabbed 17 ‘times, Calise’s body was 
found outside of Chicago in a 
cornfield last August. 

Eyler was released from Lake 
County jail in February. He was 
reported living ever since in the 
northside Chicago apartment near 
where the dismembered body was 
found. 


_ See related story, Page A3 
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CHICAGO — Larry Eyler, await- 
ing trial in a 1983 murder and 
questioned in 18 homosex- 
ual-related slayings in two states, 
was charged late Wednesday in the 
death of a youth whose dis- 
membered body was found in 


garbage bags near the suspect’s 


home. 

Detective William Baldree said 
Eyler, 30, was charged with 
murder and concealing a homicidal 
death in the stabbing of Daniel 
Bridges, 16, Chicago. ‘ 

Byler, who was free on bond in 
another murder case at the time of 
Bridges’ death, was arrested Tues- 
day. 

He remained in jail Wednesday 
night, pending a bond hearing 


~igo 


County Pub 


If he gets one [bond], I’ll be very 
surprised,” said Baldreee. 

In February, Eyler had been 
freed from jail after a judge 
reduced his bond from $1 million to 
$10,000 in a 1983 murder case. 

Police found the teen-ager’s body 
Tuesday, cut into eight pieces in a 
trash container near Eyler’s North 
Side apartment. Cook County 
Medical Examiner Robert J. Stein 
said the boy had been repeatedly 
stabbed in the chest. 

NBC News PS, Be Wednesday 
night that Bridges'was interviewed 
by the network in March as part of 
a program on the sexual abuse of 
children. 

NBC 'reported that Bridges, who 
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4vas sexually abused while young 
by a man in his neighborhood, was 
a child prostitute by age 12, had 
posed for pornographers and ran 
away from home repeatedly. In an 


‘interview videotaped five months 


ago and rebroadcast by NBC 
Wednesday, Bridges said that after 
he was abused he felt part of his 
childhood “slipping away.” 

Eyler, a former Vigo County 
Economic Oportunity Act commit- 
tee worker, has been questioned by 
police in 18 other slayings, includ- 
ing those whose victims had ties to 
homosexual ‘communities in Il- 
linois and Indiana. 

Police Sgt. John Schmidt was 
quoted by the Associated Press as 
saying that Bridges and Eyler 
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“knew each other,” but he did not 
know how long. 


Meanwhile, Indiana State Police 
Maj. John Aikman said ISP of- 
ficials are waiting their turn to 
question Eyler. 


State police, who all but dis- 
banded a multi-agent task force 
looking into the string of bi-state 
killings earlier this year, gave up 
attempts to question Eyler in 
February when he was freed from 
jail after a judge reduced his bond 
from $1 million to $10,000 in a 
1983 murder case. 


“They've got the hottest body,” 
Aikman said about Chicago Police. 
“When he starts talking, we'll be in 
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line with all the other agencies. 
Until then, we're just waiting.” _ 

Officers arena Eyler on Tues- 
day after they found the teen-ager’s | 
body cut into eight pieces in a 
dumpster near Eyler’s North Side 
apartment. Cook County Medical 
Examiner Robert J. Stein said the 
boy was repeatedly stabbed in the 
chest. 

Detectives searching Eyler’s: 
apartment and the building’s laun- | 
dry room found the bloodied water 
in a basement catch basin after 
residents reported the drain had 
been stopped up for the past day or 
s 


o. 
Detectives said they also found 


what appeared to be human skin in 
_a tub in the laundry room. 
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By Patrick J. Barnes 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Vermillion County Prosecutor 
Henry J. Antonini said Friday he is 
hopeful that Larry Eyler’s indict- 
ment by a Chicago grand jury 
Thursday for murder will solve the 
1982 stabbing death of Steve Agan, 
24, Terre Haute. Agan’s body was 
discovered in an abandoned build- 
ing at the rear of a farm house near 

ewport. 

Eyler, 31, a former Terre Haute 
resident, is being held without 
bond pending a Sept. 13 arraign- 
ment in connection with the dis- 
memberment slaying of a 
16-year-old male prostitute. 

A source close to the Chicago 
investigation said Friday that 
pper may have picked up the 
Chicago teen-ager he’s accused of 
murdering in the Washington Park 
area. The source also said Eyler is 
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hopés Eyler will 
admit to ’82 Agan killing 


implicated in 24 murders. 

That area, known to be fre- 
quented by young male prostitutes, 
was the same area where John 
Wayne Gacy picked up his victims. 
Gacy was convicted in a case 
involving the deaths of 33 young 
males in 1982. 

“Hopefully, Mr. Eyler, if con- 
victed, will come forth and admit to 
all of the other unsolved murders,” 
Antonini said. 

The Illinois State’s aphrneyis 
office is seeking the death penalty 
for Eyler. 

“If he’s going to fry for that 
murder, he might as well tell us 
about the others,” Antonini said. 
“You can only fry once.” 

Antonini said he was hoping that 
Indiana authorities would be given 
the opportunity to talk with Eyler 
following his arrest. 

“I understand that Eyler now 
has a court-appointed attorney who 
has refused to allow anyone to talk 
with the defendant,” Antonini said. 
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“Maybe, just maybe now, so- 
meone will come forth and provide 
us with the information we need to 
charge Eyler with the Agan 
murder. We need to have someone 
tell us they saw Eyler and Agan 
together,” Antonini said. “Without 
that information or a confession, 
were no closer now to an arrest 
taan we were-months ago.” 

Eyler, a former employee of the 
Vigo County Economic Opportuni- 
ty Acts Committee, was indicted on 
charges of murder, kidnapping and 
concealment of a homicide after the 
body of Daniel Bridges, 16, was 
found Tuesday in eight pieces in 
Chicago. 

Parts of Bridges’ body were 
found in trash bags in a trash 
container in the North Side Rogers 


Park area where Eyler had an ` 


apartment. 

Eyler has been questioned, but 
never charged with at least 19 
homicides in two states. 
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CHICAGO (AP) — A judge-who 
six months ago allowed L 
— now charged in two's aying: 
young males and question 
connection with 22 others — to be 
freed on bond says the law gave 

no choice in the case. 

Saying key prosecution evidence 
had been illegally obtained, 
suburban Lake County Circuit 
Judge William Block reduced bail 
for Eyler, who was charged last 

year with murder in the stabbing 
weath of Chicago resident Ralph 
Calise. 

Calise’s body was found near 
Lake Forest in Lake County. 

The judge reduced ‘Eyler’s bail 
from $1 million to $10,000. Eyler’s 
family then raised the necessary 10 

rcent — $1,000 cash bond — and 

yler was released from jail in 
Feb ruary. 

Eyler is considered by law en- 
forcement officials as a suspect in 
three Wabash Valley homicides. 
One is the 1982 stabbing death of 
Steve Agan, 24, Terre Haute; his 
mu body was found near 

ort. Eyler was questioned in 

slayings of John Lee Roach, 21, 
ba Danie! Scott McNeive, 22, both 
of Indianapolis. Roach’s body was 
found Dec. 28, 1982, near the 
Indiana 243 exit east of I-70 and 
McNeive was discovered 20 miles 
oar of the. site along I-70 in April, 

9 


Chicago and indicted on murder 
charges in the death of Daniel 
Bridges, 16, whose dismembered 
body was found in a garbage bin 
near Kyler’s North Side apartment 
Tuesday. 

In the Calise case, Block ruled 
that Indiana authorities searched 
Eyler’s truck without “probable 
cause,” 

“A judge makes a decision based 
on the law, and the law is strong 
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circumstances,” Block said Friday. 
“The defendant was presumed in- 
nocent, and what we had ... wasa , 
person who had never before been. 
charged with any crime.” 

Block also noted that, unlike. 
some other states, Illinois doesn’t - 
have a preventive-detention law to- 
allow the setting of high bond to 
prevent a defendant from commit-. + 
ting crimes while his trial is si 
pending. 

Authorities appealed Block’ diult ! 
ing to the 7th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals. 

Meanwhile, it was learned that. 
Eyler worked at a state-licensed 
facility for developmentally dis- 
abled children for 13 days before 
being fired last month. 

Eyler, 31, was employed in the 4 
care and feeding of children ages 6 
though 12 at the Augustana Group 
Home in Chicago, said Mary Hast- 
ings, a spokesman for Lutheran 
Social Services of Illinois, which ~ 
funds the home. 

Eyler’s Tuesday arrest in the! 7 
Bridges slaying “came as a shock” 
to the home’s staff, said Donald ` 


Hallberg, president of the” ; 


Lutheran organization, which 
operates facilities at 100 best tid 
in Hlinois. 

Hallberg said Eyler didn’t mis- — 
treat any of the nine children he ` Ài 


cared for while working as ~~ “ed 
Last Week: Eyler was arrested'in | member of a three-person team o 


the 3 to 11 p.m. shift from July a 3. 

to July 30. Hallberg said all the — 

children at the home had been 

qnesuaaed but none had com- - 

plamed about any unusual 
havior by Eyler. 

The home admitted it did ning 
check Eyler’s background or re- x 
ferences before hiring him suas, 

Eyler is a suspect in 22 slayings 
in Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin and 
Kentucky. Most victims had a PAo 


against bail or custody under those to the homosexual community. — 
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link Evler with teen killing 


By Susan J. Kaufman 
Tribune-Star City Editor 


Chicago police micro-analysts 
with the. department’s crime 
laboratory were awaiting results 
today which they hope will show 
that a 16-year-old male prostitute 
was killed in 31-year-old Larry 
Eyler’s North Side apartment. 

Eyler, a former Vigo County 
Economic Opportunity Acts 
worker, is charged in two slayings 
and is a suspect in 22 others. 

On Friday, Chicago police 
sprayed Eyler’s Rogers Park apart- 
ment with luminol, a chemical 
which reacts with iron oxide in 
blood. If blood is present, the 
chemical will glow in the dark. 

Sgt. Leo Roberts, micro-analysis 
section of the Chicago police de- 
partment, is expected to comment 
on the results today. 

Indiana investigators, 
meanwhile, have heard little from 
illinois authorities regarding the 


Eyler investigation. 

“We haven’t been able to com- 
municate very well with the 
Chicago Police Department,” In- 
diana State Police Capt. Larry 
Carmichael said in a telephone 
interview Monday. “They know we 
have a great deal on it [the 
investigation into 10 murders in 
this state, 12 in Illinois and one 
each in Wisconsin and Kentucky]. 
They know they can contact us if 
they need assistance.” 

Eyler, who attended Indiana 
State University from 1975-79, was 
charged Tuesday in the slaying of 
Daniel Bridges, 16, Chicago. Eyler 
faces arraignment Sept. 13. 

Eyler, who attended parochial 
schools in Lebanon before moving 
to Greencastle in 1967, was 
previously charged in the stabbing 
death of Ralph Calise, 28, Chicago, 
whose body was found in a field 
Aug. 31, 1982. Eyler was released 
on bond in that case in February. 

Law-enforcement officials con- 
sider Eyler a suspect in the several 
slayings in the area: 


© Steven Agan, 23, Terre Haute. 
Agan’s body was found Dec. 28, 
1982, near Newport in Vermillion 
County. 

e nen L. Roach, 21, and Daniel 
Scott McNeive, 22, both of In- 
dianapolis. Roach’s body was found 
Dec. 28, 1982, in Putnam County 
off Interstate 70. McNeive’s body 
was found May 9, 1983, in Hen- 
dricks County, just 20 miles east of 
the site where Roach’s body was 
found. 

e An unidentified man whose 
body was found near Effingham, 
Hl., Dec. 5, 1983. 

è Edgar Underkofler, 26, a New 
York City airman from Chanute 
Air Force Base, whose body was 
found March 4, 1983, in Vermilion 
County, Ill., north of Oakwood. He 
had been missing since Oct. 31, C 
1982. 

Officer Joanne Heslup, Cook 
County Jail, said Monday night 
iba Eyler is by himself in a single 
cell 

He is being held without bond in 
the dismembermant slaying of 
Bridges. 
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By Susan J. Kaufman 
Tribune-Star City Editor 


Law-enforcement agencies from 
four states are in contact with 
Chicago. Police.Department._ of- 
ficidls on an almost-daily basis, 
attempting to link evidence in 22 
slayings to former Terre Haute 
house painter Larry W. Eyler, 31. 

Sgt. Francis O’Conner, violent 
crime division Chicago Police De- 
partment, said Tuesday in a 
telephone interview that he is 
awaiting photographs from Eyler’s 
apartment. The photographs, 
taken in the dark after the apart- 
ment was sprayed with the 
chemical luminol, should reveal if 
16-year-old Daniel Bridges was 
tabbed to death and dismembered 
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Officials seek more 


in the former Indiana State Un- 
iversity student’s Rogers Park 
apartment. 

Eyler is awaiting a Sept. 13 
arraignment on charges he 
murdered Briåges. At the time of 
his arrest Aug. 21, he was free on 
bond after being charged in the 
Aug. 31, 1983, stabbing death of 
Chicagoan Ralph Calise. 

da A is pending,” 
O’Conner said Tuesday morning. 
“The photographs were supposed to 
be back today.” At the end of the 
day, however, O’Conner said at 
least another day is needed before 
the results will be revealed. 

Lexington, Ky., Detective Al 
Borne said investigators from his 
office are to meet with Chicago 
authorities to discuss the March 
31, 1983, stabbing death of Jay 
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Reynolds, manager-owner of two 
Baskin-Robbins Ice Cream Stores 
in Lexington. 

“Eyler is no more a suspect than 
one or or two other people,” Borne 
said. “I don’t want to get into a 
situation where we have some open 
murder investigations” that we 
want to dump on this guy. I don’t 
want to complicate things.” 

Kentucky investigators said Re- 
ynolds was. stabbed to death March 
21 or 23, 1983. His body was found 
on a roadside in Madison County 
and his wrecked car was found in 
April, four miles from that site. 

In Kenosha, Wis., Detective Lee 
Ormson, Kenosha County Sheriffs. 
Department, confirmed that of- 
ficials there had been in contact 
with Chicago police concerning the 
stabbing death of Enk Hansen, 18, 


RE 


a suburb south of 


E 


St. Francis, 
Milwaukee. l 

“He was discovered in Petrifying 
Springs County Park” on Oct. 4, 
1983, Ormson said in a telephone 
interview. “He was dumped in the 
park in a plastic bag — just the 
torso. The head, arms and legs are 
still missing.” TA 

Eyler was known to be in 
Milwaukee at various times, In- 
spector of Detectives Kenneth 

agopian, Milwaukee Police De- 
partment, said Tuesday. “We have 
a few unsolved homosexual kill- 
ings,” Hagopian said, but none of 
them involved dismemberment. 
“We can’t say he wasn’t involved,” 
Hagopian said in reference to the 
Eyler investigation, “but at this 
time there is nothing to indicate 
that he was involved 
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Chicago police quiet abo 
two, blood types found in Eyler flat- 
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By Susan J. Kaufman 
Tribune-Star City Editer 


Chicago police officials were 
mum Wednesday on published 
reports that two blood types, in- 
cluding that of a slain 16-year-old 
male prostitute, were evident in 
tests taken in former Terre Hau- 
tean Larry Eylers North Side 
apartment. 

Eyler, who is awaiting a Sept. 13 
arraignment on charges he stabbed 
Daniel Bridges to death, dis- 
membered the body and deposited 
it in trash bags near his Rogers 
Park apartment, is being held 
wien bond in the Cook County 

ail. 

Sgt. Francis O’Connor, violent 
crime area of the Chicago Police 


Department, confirmed that photo- 
graphs of blood in Eyler’s depart- 
ment which showed up in the dark 
after being sprayed with the 
chemical luminol were developed 
and turned over to investigators. 

“I don’t know of any two blood 
types,” O’Connor said of Chicago 


Tribune reports Tuesday that 
Bridges’ blood type was matched to 
blood found in the bathroom of 
Eyler’s apartment. O’Conner did 
say that investigators found the 
physical evidence they obtained 
from the photographs satisfactory 
for their purposes. 

Closer to home, Chief of Detec- 
tives Thomas Tanoos said Wednes- 
day that four investigators from 
Chicago had been here earlier this 
week to interview him about Eyler. 

Tanoos said he was eager to 


interview Eyler concerning a 
number of matters and would 
travel to Chicago with someone 
from the Vigo County prosecutor’s 
office if the opportunity presented 
itself. 

In a related development, it was 
learned Wednesday that Illinois 
prosecutors have not filed an 
appeal of a Lake County Circuit 
judge’s ruling suppressing evidence 
in another murder that Eyler is 
charged with. 


Judge William Block ruled in 


February that Indiana authorities 
lacked probable cause to search 
Eyler’s pickup truck when they 
arrested him for the murder of 
28-year-old Chicagoan Ralph 
Calise on Sept. 30, 1983. 

Illinois prosecutors had said 
earlier they were filing an appeal 
of Block’s, ruling. 
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Eyler may not faces.) ,, 


trial until next year 


3y Susan J. Kaufman 
Uribune-Star City Editor 


It may be next year before former 
Terre Hautean Larry Eyler is tried 
or the murder of a 16-year-old 
nale Chicago prostitute. 

Chicago police and the Cook 
County states attorney’s office 
vere tightlipped Thursday about 
‘urther developments in the case 
they are quietly building against 
the 31-year-old former Indiana 
State University business student. 


Eyler is charged with the dis- | 


nemberment slaying of Daniel 
Bridges, 16, known among Uptown 
Shicago residents as a male 
orostitute. 
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“We have quite a dossier on this 
guy. The next step is the arraign- 
ment and then to get a trial judge 
and go to trial,” Sgt. Francis 
O’Conner, violent crime area of the 
Chicago Police Department, said 
Thursday. “I don’t expect much 
beyond that this year.” 

“There’s really nothing happen- 
ing until the arraignment on Sept. 
13,” Dave Devan, press agent for 
the Cook County state’s attorney’s 
office, said Thursday. 

Meanwhile, investigators in In- 
diana, Wisconsin, Kentucky and 
other Illinois counties continue to 
‘press their investigations into 23 
similar slayings in which Eyler is 
a suspect. 

H Ilinois State Police Commander 
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John Moomaw, Effingham, said 


earlier this week that his depart- 
ment is still attempting to identify 
the skeletal remains of a man in his 
mid-20s or late teens found near 
that city Dec. 3. 


“We dont know at this point, 


whether it’s linked or not,” 


Moomaw said. “It was on the 
the body had been 


interstate ... 
tossed over an embankment into a 
ravine.” 

Moomaw_ said forensic 
pathologist Steven Neurenberger, 
Collinsville, reported the victim 
had died of multiple stab wounds to 
the chest. . 

Moomaw said his department 
had submitted dental remains to a 
central unidentified-dead file, 
maintained in Denver, Colo.. 
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CHICAGO (AP) — Three state 
legislators, citing the case of Larry 
Eyler who has been charged with 
two killings and is a suspect in 22 
others, said Friday that judges 
should have the authority to im- 
pose high bonds in murder cases to 
prevent suspects from committing 
more crimes. 

The three Republican represen- 
tatives are proposing a change ‘in 
the state’s criminal code to allow 
the high bonds during any period 
when prosecutors are appealing an 
adverse ruling. 

Eyler, 31, a former Terre Haute 
resident, was freed on $10,000 
bond in February after being 
charged in the slaying of a Chicago 
man. The judge in that case 
ordered the bond after ruling that 
key evidence was inadmissable. 

Eyler since has been charged 
with the Aug. 20 slaying of a 
16-year-old Chicago boy. Police say 
he is a suspect in 22 other 
homosexual-related killings in Il- 
linois and Indiana. 

“Had Larry Eyler not been re- 
leased on a ridiculously low bond, 
at least one troubled young boy, 
and perhaps many others, would be 
alive today,” Rep. Loleta 
Didrickson, R-Flossmoor, said Fri- 
day at a news conference. 

Didrickson and Reps. Thomas 
McCracken Jr. of Downers Grove 
and Robert Churchill of Antioch 
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said they will propose their amend- 
ment during the next session of the 
Illinois General Assembly in early 
January. 

Last week, Eyler was charged 
with murder, after authorities 
found the dismembered body of 
Daniel Bridges in a trash dumpster 
near Eyler’s apartment on 
Chicago’s North Side. 

Judge William Block, who re- 
duced Eyler’s bond in the previous 
case, said he acted in accordance 
with Illinois Supreme Court rules 
that prohibit bond to be set for 
defendants unless there are “com- 
pelling reasons for his continued 
detention” while prosecutors. are 
seeking an appeal. 

Block said he gave prosecutors 
two days to come up with compell- 
ing reasons before setting . the 
$10,000 bond for Eyler. Eyler 
posted $1,000 in cash — 10 percent 
of the bond — and was freed. 

“Six months later, an 16-year-old 
boy is dead, and once again Larry 
Eyler is in custody, ” Didrickson 
said, “He was charged with that 
slaying and is a suspect in as many 
as two dozen others.” 

The legislators’ proposal would 
allow judges to impose high bond 
as a security measure when there 
is strong evidence of guilt. 

Eyler is being held without bond 
in Cook County jail. 
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to be. with, gay friend says 


By Susan J. Kaufman 
Tribune-Star City Editor 


Charged in the stabbing-slayings 
of two Chicagoans and a suspect in 
similar violent killings of 22 young 
‘men across four states, Larry 
Eyler, 31, was a familiar fixture in 
popular gay bars here and in 
Indianapolis during the past de- 
cade. 

“Booze and drugs had to have a 
lot to do with it,” was the comment 
made this week by a longtime, 
gay-male acquaintance of Eyler’s 
from Terre Haute’s homosexual 
community. 

The acquaintance, a city busi- 
nessman, said Eyler for the most 
part was remembered as a warm, 
outgoing guy. Growing numbers of 
gay friends and ex-lovers are 
beginning to talk of a more violent 
side to Eyler’s nature. 

The acquaintance, who re- 
quested anonymity, said he had 
known Eyler for more than 10 
years. 

“I remember that he wa#taking 
prescription quaaludes and going 
to a psychiatrist then, because he 
was having a problem,” the ac- 
quaintance said. 

Shortly before Eyler’s arrest 
Sept. 30, 1983, for the murder of 
28-year-old Ralph Calise, Chicago, 
PmrApmsiniongs recalled seeing 
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Eyler in R Place, 684 Lafayette 
Ave. At that time he noticed 
something different about Eyler. 

“I walked in and he was sitting 
in the corner by himself. I walked 
by him and waved and kept going. 
He watched me go on by without 
saying a word,” the man said. 

That was not the Eyler he knew. 
He described Eyler as a warm, 
guy to be with. 

“Larry was a good pool player 
who loved to win,” the man said. It 
was not uncommon to see Eyler in 
bars here and in Indianapolis 
wearing blue jeans or fatigues, 
T-shirt and a fatigue cap. “Tve seen 
him many times with handcuffs on 
his blue jeans,” the man said. 

“If I had talked to him that one 
evening, I probably would have 
seen the other side,” the man said. 

The acquaintance said Eyler has 
changed tremendously in his 
physical appearance over the past 
two years. 

“He was always such a 
hot-looking guy, real good looking. 
He looks bad now,” the acquain- 
tance said, referring to media 
photographs and video footage of 
the accused murderer. 

“He’s picked up weight. He 
always had more. hair, now he 
seems to be balding, looks awful. 
He was a good-looking man and 
always dressed well and was very 
clean.” 

During the past week, police 
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investigators from four states 
stepped up their secretive building 
of various potential charges 
against the former Vigo County 
Economic Opportunity Act Com- 
mittee worker. _ 

Since his arrest Aug. 21, the 
former Indiana State University 
business student. has been held in 
the Cook County Jail without bond. 
He will be arraigned Sept. 13 for 
the dismemberment slaying of 
16-year-old male prostitute Daniel 
Bridges. Bridges’ body was found in 
garbage bags in a dumpster near 
Eyler’s Rogers Park apartment. 

Eyler, born Dec. 21, 1952, in 
Crawfordsville, the youngest of 
four children, was out on bond for 
the Calise murder at the time 
Bridges’ body was discovered. 

Chicago police, expressing grave 
concern that nothing go wrong in 
the case they are helping 
ETE put together against 

yler, have been guarded in their 
talks with the media. 

-Chicago media reported that 
Eyler’s fingerprints were found 
inside trash bags containing 
Bridges’ body parts. The media also 
reported this week that Bridges’ 
blood type had been found in 
micro-analytic tests of walls in 
Eyler’s bedroom and bathroom. 

Chicago police would only say 
that the physical evidence they had 
found and tested at the crime scene 
were “satisfactory for our 


purposes.” 
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Police agenci 


By Susan J. Kaufman 
Tribune-Star City Editor 


= See 

Chicago police and Illinois 
prosecutors will be in Indianapolis 
today to meet with the Indiana 
Task Force examining evidence in 
a string of slayings across four 
states. The prime supect in those 
slaying is former Terre Hautean 
Larry 2 31. 

Sgt. Ted Knorr, Indiana State 


Police, Lowell, said Wednesday : 


that staff fromthe Illinois state's 
attorney’s office in Cook County 
would be among those present to 
discuss the 24 slayings with his 
and other agencies. Eyler, charged 
with two murders in Illinois, is a 


ok 


suspect in 10 slayings where vic- 
tims’ bodies were found in Indiana, 
an additional 10 in Illinois and one 
each in Wisconsin and Kentucky. 

In a related matter, a defense 
brief has been filed by Eyler’s 
Chicago attorney, David P. Schip- 
pers, in the Lake County, Ill., 
state’s attorney’s appeal of a ruling 
suppressing evidence in murder 
charges pending against Eyler 
there. 

Schippers, a former federal 
prosecutor specializing in or- 
gamz crime and racketeering, is 

efending the former Indiana State 
University student on charges that 
he murdered Ralph Calise, 28, 
Chicago. 

Raymond J. McKoski filed the 
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appeal of Judge William Block’s 
ruling with the 2nd District Illinois 
Appellate Court on July 27. 

Block ruled in February that 
evidence, including a blood-stained 
knife, handcuffs, tape and rope, 
had been seized illegally from 
Eyler’s truck a month after Calise 
was slain. 

Eyler was arrested Sept. 30. 
1983, and charged with Calise’s 
murder. 

Block also reduced Eyler’s bond 
from $1 million to $10,000. Eyler 
made bond and was living in a 
northside Chicago apartment when 
he was arrested Aug. 21 for the 
dismemberment slaying of Daniel 
Bridges, 16. 

Carmichael said that the Indiana 


ounty Public Library 


er on 
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multi-agency task force investiga- 
tion has “sort of been on hold” 
pending the appeal of Block’s 
ruling. 

“In a normal case, unless it’s 
expedited, the decision could take 
from six to eight months,” Loren 
Strotz, clerk of the appellate court 
in Elgin, said. 


Carmichael said that a knife 
found in Eyler’s: possession when 
he was arrested ‘by Chicago police 
for the Bridges’ slaying, “was the 
type consistent with the type 
woe found on the body of Ralph 

alise. 


Calise’s body was found in a 
clump of trees off Illinois 60 in 
Lake County on Aug. 31, 1983. 
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By Susan J. Kaufman 
. Tribune-Star City Editor 


Investigation of 24 violent, 
sex-related slayings in whic 
E 31, formerly of Terre Haute, 
is a prime suspect, has motivated 
state law enforcement officials to 

| propose a major conference on 
serial murders. 

Indiana State Police Capt. Larry 
Carmichael, chief spokesman of the 
multi-agency task force investigat- 
ing the slayings, said Thursday 
that the proposed conference would 
bring together the best in research, 
police and legal expertise on the 
serial murder phenomenon. 

“This would be the first 
workshop of its kind for the 
Midwest,” Carmichael said of the 
conference proposed for In- 
dianapolis. He said the current 
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investigation has impressed all 
involved with the need to become 
better educated in the 
serial-murder phenomenon. 

Convicted serial murderers John 
Wayne Gacy, sentenced to death in 
1980 for killing 33 boys and young 
men in Chicago; Henry Lee Lucas, 
who with a second man claims 
responsibility for 175 killings in 35 
states; David Berkowitz, the Son of 
Sam killer sentenced to life in 
prison for three New York City 
slayings; and Kenneth Bianchi, 
California’s Hillside Strangler, 
have provided law enforcement, 
legal and psychological experts 
with insights into the phenomenon. 

Details of the proposed 
serial-murder conference are ex- 
pected to be released in coming 
weeks, Carmichael said. 

Eyler has been the focal point of 
investigators’ probes into stabbing 
deaths of male victims, between 
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the ages of 16 and 28. The victims’ 
mutilated and dismembered 
bodies, including that of Steven 
Agan, 23, 3037 S. 10th St., have 
been found strewn across four 
states. 

Ten bodies were found in In- 
diana, 12 in Illinois and one each 
in Wisconsin and Kentucky 
TED? Oct. 23, 1982, and Aug. 21, 
1984. 


Chicago police and Cook County 
state’s attorney staff members 
were to be in Indianapolis on 
Thursday to meet with task force 
but ‘postponed 
that session until early next week 
because of a scheduling conflict, | 
Carmichael said. 

Eyler is currently charged with 
two murders in Illinois and is being 
held without bond in Cook County 
Jail for the dismemberment slay- 
ing of 16-year-old Daniel Bridges, a 
male prostitute. 
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Eyler fits some serial k 


By Susan J. Kaufman 
Tribune-Star City Editor/ 
C. 1984 Tribune-Star. 


Is Larry Eyler a serial 
murderer? 

Legal and law enforcement 
experts across the nation, includ- 
ing the prosecutor who helped 

lace killer John Wayne Gacy on 
Ninois’ death row, stop pas short 
of hanging that label on the 
former Terre Haute resident. 

Examination of Eyler’s person- 
nel life, conversations with those 
who knew him and police 
evidence point strongly toward 
him as the prime suspect in 24 
violent, sex-related slayings 
across four states. 

“Nobody wants to hear me talk 
about John Wayne Gacy,” Robert 
Egan, one of three Illinois at- 
torneys who prosecuted Gacy in 
1980. Like Eyler, people who 
knew Gacy had a hard time 
believing that he was capable of 
killing 33 young men. 

That is the insidious thing 
about the serial-murderer 
phenomenon, and Egan believes 
that it is the reason no one wants 
to listen when he talks about 
Gacy. 

“He (Gacy) wasn’t a Charles 
Manson. We can look at Charles 
Manson and see the wild eyes and 
hear about cults,” Egan said. 

“Manson was different from 
people. He was one of ‘them!’ But 

ys like Gacy and Eyler are just 
ike us. They’re likable, thev’re 
one of ‘us.” 

Gacy, 42, a building contractor 
and semi-professional clown, is 
remembered as the Democrat 
precinct committeeman who put 
a snowplow blade on the front of 
his truck to plow neighbors’ 
drivewavs. Egan recalled Friday. 


JOHN WAYNE GACY 
Mass murderer ° 


Eyler, an itinerant ` house- 
painter, worked for Vigo County 
Economic Opportunity Action, 
taking applications from those 


unable to meet utility payments. | 


He also is remembered here as a 
3 likable guy by most who 
new him. 
Both Eyler and Gacy grew up 
as Roman Catholics. Both had 
extensive homosexual activity, 
closeted from most of those who 
knew them in the straight world. 
_Gacy, who was married for a 
time, picked up most of his 
victims in the Uptown Chicago 
area where Eyler lived when he 


“was arrested Aug. 21 for the 


‘dismemberment slaying of a 
16-year-old boy. 

“These kids were what we call 
‘fruit’ hustlers,” Egan said. Like 
Daniel Bridges, 16, whose 
-mutilated body parts were dis- 
‘covered in trash bags bearing 
Eyler’s fingerprints, fruit 
hustlers are kids who make their 


handcuffs from his 
blue-jeans when the frequented 
gay bars in Terre Haute and 
‘Indianapolis. 


Chine riba 


s, Gacy prosecut 


t LARRY EYLER 
i- Faces charges 


living as male prostitutes. 


- Handcuffs, ropes and knives 


‘were familiar tools of slaughter 


for Gacy. Eyler. often- wore 


Handcuffs and blood-stained 
rope were among evidence seized 


from the former Indiana State 


University student’s pick-up 


‘truck, when it was searched by 


Indiana State Police in the fall of 
1983. 7 

Homosexual acquaintances of 
Eyler knew him to dress in 


costume characteristic of partici- 
pants in the sadomasochistic 
subculture that exists within the 
male homosexual community. 
“It was more an S&M cos- 
tume,” a male homosexual ac- 


| quaintance said of Eyler’s fatigue 


cap, T-shirt top, bluejeans with 
handcuffs at the side. Handcuffs, 
ropes, whips, chains and 


ty 
m inak dyd 


belted ` 


r says 


leg-spreaders are ci 


‘vices used by pu 
world of bondage. | 
_ “The more fierce into 
stages has to do with a 
drugs and alcohol,” a gay male 
familiar with Eyler and the S&M 
subculture in Terre Haute said. 

The S&M scene, according’ to 
Eyler’s acquaintance, “has to do 
with performing a sexual act with 
another individual who wants 
that sexual act as in bondage or 


Bondage played a role i 
killings, but with a bizarre 
“Oddly enough Gacy’s 
murder was a stabbing; thg, 
others were strangulations by. 
means of cord,” Egan said. 4 

“He would bring kids into his 
home. Some were lured by 
alcohol, drugs or pornography,” 
Egan said. “Being a clown he 
knew a lot of magic tricks. He 
would have a handcuff trick. He’d 
handcuff himself in the front of 
his body and then with a couple 
twists of the wrist get out. Then 
he’d tell his victim, “You can do 
the`same thing,” Egan recalled.” 

“Gacy would then bring the 
victim’s arms behind his back 
and handcuff him. When the kid 
couldn't get out he'd tell them he 
had one more trick — a rope 
trick,” Egan said. ji 

“Gacy would put the rope loose 
around their neck, then.tie a” 
double knot behind the head, 
make a loop and then make 
another double knot. There’d be a 
small one inch diameter loop in 
the back. Then he’d take a stout 
object like a broom handle and 
twist it in the loop like a 
tourniquet,” Egan said. In 

conds the victims would lose 
fonsciousness. 

* When Cook County 
searched Gacy’s suburban home 
they found homosexual 
literature, a two by four, a leg 


olice 


a Universi 
professor Robert Little. 


“We know that Eyler watched 
snuff films,” Sgt. Ted Knorr, 
Indiana State Police, Lowell, said 
in a telephone interview last 
week, Existence of snuff films 
first surfaced in 1975 when New 
York City police announced they 
had confiscated several under- 
ground South American porno- 
graphic films containing footage 
of actual murders. 


“These films were given the 
name ‘snuff films because the 
actresses were murdered (snuffed 
out) in front of the cameras in 
order to excite the jaded sexual 
palates of a select pornogeaaaes 
audience that requires deat 
rather than mere sex as an 
aphrodisiac,” Beverly LaBelle 
wrote in 1978. 

Knorr said that investigators 
are looking at the possibility that 
body parts missing from remains 

7 of some victims found in this 


ostate may have been used by 
‘avuff film producers. 
Wathe possibility exists that 
are underground film 
mamers in either Chicago or 
Ind@anapolis,” Knorr said. 
He said that when Illinois and 
Indiana police and prosecutors 
meet in Indianapolis next week, 
the snuff films may be viewed. 
~ With both Eyler and gav, 
there is. evidence’ of what serial 
murder specialists call the 
“catch-me-if-you-can” game. 


‘sociopathic personality,” 


E a “When he knew h 
-90-100 miles per hou 
4ines police blew an 
rying to keep up with hi 
ew they wouldn’t arrest 
b ecause they wanted to follo 
activites. When those 


his 

police 
at engine Gacy pul d up å rand 
ered them a ride,” Egan said. 
Alexandra Matusinka, of 
York’s Women Against Por y 
graphy, has studied serial 
murders and agrees that the 
serial killer is playing a game. 
“They think they're 12 years 
old again. They ) 

see what th 
eae something | 

ou can t cate 
Boss,” 


Y is the way it 
tusinka: said. 


f Bestar: these eople 
Pii i ey usually ane fier 
victim s when they are asleep or 

hen they can’t see them or in 
some other way that the victim is 
totally without knowledge that 
the person is present,” she said. 
“Victims die because they have no 
idea that the person is there to 
kill them. People who survive are f 
those who run, scream, or turn on 
their attacker.” | 
Egan confirmed Matusinka’s 
profile. One victim was a wres- 
tler. “Gacy got him in handcuffs. 
Tony got out, flipped him and put 
the cuffs on Gacy. Gacy told him, 
You're the only one that’s ever 
gotten away,” Egan said. 
wo men claim to have 
survived attacks by Eyler. 
Craig Townsend, 28, identified 
Eyler in a police line-up as the 


man who picked him up Oct. 13, ' 


1982, outside a bar on Wells 
Street in Chicago’s Old Town 
area. He told police Eyler offered 
him drugs and beer. Townsend 
got into Eyler’s truck and was 
later found ‘bound and with his 
pants around his ankles in a field 
near Crown Point, Ind. | 


' ing to police and 
that that both Eyler and Gacy 


“Haute Aug. 


| two- 


What has been most frustrat- © 
rosecutors is 


had:arrests prior to the times 

xey were actually charged with 
urder. 
_Eyler was arrested in Terre 
3, 1978, for attacking 
Craig N. Long, 19, then of 1219 
Eighth Ave. Long’s story to police 
at the time was similar to 
Townsend’s. 

are told Vigo County Sheriff 

eputies that he was picked up by 
yler while hitchhiking on South 

Seventh Street. He told police 
Eyler talked about homosexual 
sex, pulled a knife and drove him 
south of town. Long told police he 
went along with having his hands 
cuffed and feet tied, but when the 
activity became too physical, he 
asked to leave. Eyler stabbed , 
him. - | 

Eyler’s version to deputies was 
that the two had agreed to the 
bondage scene and that he shoved 
Long, forgetting he had a knife. ` 
The case was dismissed on a 
motion from the Vigo County 
prosecutor’s office, agreed to by 
the defense. 

Illinois officials have said that 
the Class felony battery 
charges were dropped when Eyler 
agreed to pay Long $2,500 for 
medical expenses. Conviction of | 
battery would have brought Eyler | 
-eight years and ‘up to 
$10,000 in fines. 

In May of 1982 charges of 
dealing in a controlled substance 
and criminal recklessness were 
dismissed in Greencastle against 
Eyler. Those charges stemmed 
from charges by a 14-year-old 
middle school Ent that Eyler 
had drugged him and abandoned 
him along railroad tracks near 
Varsity Lanes. 

In September 1968 Gacy had 
been’ arressed in Anamosa, Iowa 
for sodomy. 

“Tell people this,” Egan said. 
“He (Gagy) got 10 years. He only 


| served 18 months of his sentence 
‘and was paroled. He started his 


sentence Dec. 11, 1968. If he had 
served his full sentence he would 
have gotten out Dec. 11, 1978,” 
Egan said. . 
“If he did his 10 years, 33 kids) | 
would be: still alive.” af 


Locked case 


Chicago police have evidence to convict | 


Ta SEP9 


Eyler in murder, Gacy pros 


By Susan J. Kaufman 
Tribune-Star City Editor 


Chicago police have a locked case against 
former Terre Haute resident Larry Eyler, an 
attorney who helped prosecute condemned 
serial-murderer John“ me Gacy said 
Friday. x 

Robert Egan, now with 
torney General’s office, is 


Illinois At- 
vinced that 
ty State’s 


murder of Daniel Bridges, 16, a Chio¢gZo male 
prostitute. 


Gan K 
Charged with another stabbing dégth in 


Illinois and a suspect in 10 others ingkhat 
state, Eyler is also a prime suspect in 10 fatal 
stabbings in Indiana, one in Wisconsin and 
another in Kentucky. 

Egan said that the prosecution has strong 
evidence against the former Indiana State 


University student. Eyler’s fingerprints were. 


found inside trash bags containing the 
victim’s dismembered body parts. Chemical 
tests of Eyler’s Rogers Park apartment found 
Bridges’ blood type in the bedroom and 
bathroom. 1 k: 
Investigators also said they found depart- 
ment store receipts for trash bags and saw 
blades in Eyler’s apartment. Police used 
laser beams in an attempt to lift fingerprints 
and said they uncovered evidence that 
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Eyler: Back in custody. 


Bridges had been bound with tape and cloth, 
stabbed in the bedroom and his body then 


dismembered in the bathtub. 
The bedroom walls were freshly painted to 
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ecutor says 


cover the blood, investigators said. Eyler, 


who worked as an outreach worker for the 
Vigo County Economic Opportunity Acts 
Committee at one time, was an itinerant 
housepainter. 

Other incriminating evidence Egan cited is 
the positive identification of Eyler by a 
janitor who told police he saw the former 
Terre Haute man carrying the trash bags 
from his apartment building to the dumpster 
across the street where the bloody and 
mutilated remains of the teen-ager were 
found. 

Capt. Larry Carmichael, Indiana State 
Police, said that a knife found in Eyler’s 
possession is “consistent with the type 
wounds found on the body of Ralph Calise.” 

Eyler was arrested Sept. 30, 1983, and 
charged with murdering Calise. Calise’s body 
was found in a clump of trees off Illinois 60 
in Lake County Aug. 31, 1983. He was free 
on $10,000 bond at the time of his arrest for 
the Bridges slaying. 

Eyler is being held without bond in the 
Cook County Jail awaiting arraignment 
Thursday. ý 

' Prosecutor Mike Angarola, chief of the 
felony trial division in Cook County, will be 
assisted by Mark Rakoczy, supervisor of the 
homicide division, in presenting the case 
against Eyler. 

Public defenders Claire Hilliard and 
Thomas R. Allen III are Eyler’s attorneys. 


Related story, Page A3 
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Policé cautious on link 
of Eyler, latest t6rsSo 


By Susan J. Kaufman 
Tribune-Star City Editor 


Indiana State Police are unsure 
if a headless male torso and other 
body parts recovered from the 
Kankakee River near Lowell this 
weekend may be another victim in 
a string of slayings across four 
states in which Larry Eyler is a 
suspect. 

An autopsy performed by 
forensic pathologists at Wishard 
Hospital, Indianapolis, recovered 
two slugs from the torso which they 
said also had 39 stab wounds. 

The stab wounds and dis- 
memberment of the body is consis- 
tent with those found on other 
victims whom Byler, 31, formerly of 
‘ye... Haute, is suspected of slay- 
ing, ISP Sgt. Ted Knorr said 


Monday. 

“The location of the stab wounds 
and the way the body was dis- 
membered, possibly with a saw, is 
much like what we saw in the 
slaying of Daniel Bridges,” said 
Knorr, who examined evidence on 
the Bridges’ case on a trip to 
Chicago. 

Eyler is scheduled to be ar- 
raigned Wednesday in Chicago in 
the dismemberment slaying of 
Bridges, a 16-year-old male 
prostitute whose body was found in 
trash bags near Eyler’s Rogers 
Park apartment. 

Whether Eyler could be con- 
sidered a suspect in the death 4 
the latest body to be turned u 
hazy. “It’s iag to specu ais 
because the autopsy showed the 
body may have been in the water 
anywhere from two months to a 


week,” Knorr said. 

jee was arrested for the 
Bridges’ slaying Aug. 21 and if the 
hor was placed in the water after 
that date he would be ruled out as 
a suspect. 

None of the slayings which Eyler 
is suspected of committing involved 
a gun, Knorr said. 

“Then of course there’s the 
copy-cat situation,” Knorr said 
referring to situations where 
killers sometimes copy methods of 
operation publicized in other cases. 

“We don’t want the press to react 
and immediately place this killing 
on Larry Eyler’s scorecard,” Knorr 
said. 

Lake County ISP investigators 
and a representative of the count: 

rosecutor’s office will meet wit 
ndiana and Illinois authorities 
Thursday in Indianapolis to review 
cases in which Evler is a suspect. 
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aute, was arrested Aug. 21 and 

By Susan J. Kaufman charged ith the anemones 
; t ; Fe slaying o ridges, a male 
Miounet- Star City Editor rostitute. At that time, he was- 


e  ———————————— O we . 
Larry Eyler is expected to plead peg on SG bond in the ae 


innocent at 9 a.m. today when he ; = 
appears before Cook County Chief apenas br a eee i, ae nena i 
Circuit Judge Richard J. Fitzgerald court. Schippers’ brief was filed in 
for arraignment on charges he response to Lake County \State’s 
murdered 16-year-old Daniel Attorney Ray McKoski’s appeal of 
Bridges. a Lake County Circuit Court ruling 
Attorney David P. Schippers, a suppressing state’s evidence in the. 
former federal prosecutor who  Calise case. N: 


ee ee aD 


- 
LN 


specialized in organized crime and “It'll be months before a hearing 
racketeering in the 1960s, hasbeen date ie set on that appeal,” Loren 
retained to defend Eyler. Stortz, chief clerk of the appellate 


Public Defenders. Thomas R. court. said Wednesday. eee 
Allen and Claire Hilliard had been “Schippers, 55, who practices. 
assigned to defend Eyler, but Allen general, civil and criminal law and 
said Wednesday he had been aie p PEGS S a 
informed Schippers would be courts, was a trial attorney wi 
handling the case. Schippers also is ites E L ee 4 

defending Eyler on charges he ` Prosecutor Mike Angarola chief 
bahe e bovan metan E a a 

`of trees off Illinois 60 in Lake PARTAI Ba nervicor = the 

Pauni Aug. 31, 1983. homicide division, in presenting 

yler, 31, formerly of Terre the state’s case against Eyler. ` 
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Eyler returns to court 


Oct. 18.fọr.status call 


Suspected murderer Larry Eyler Eyler, a former Indiana State 
is to return to Cook County Circuit University student who lived and 
Court on Oct. 18. wore En Terre Haqi off as ak 

Eyler, 31, will appear for astatus from 1971 to 1983, is charged wit 
call on motions filed by the Chi¢ago the murder of Daniel Bridges, 16. 
attorney defending him on charges Bridges’ body was discovered Aug. 
he stabbed a 16-year-old Chicago” ch ler rid S5 arraikped l| Sent, 12 
male prostitute to death, dis- frk a 7. ci mee mae 1 ee 
membered the body and stuffed it “[Upeicide and unlawful restraint in 
in trash bags found in adumpster confæetion with Bridges’ death. 
across from Eyler’s apartment Schsppers is also defending Eyler 
building. in a Lake County murder case. 

A spokeswoman in Judge Joseph Eyler is Marged with killing Ralph 
Urso’s court said Wednesday the Calise, 28, Chicago. Calise’s bod 
state’s case against Eyler is in its Was found in a clump of trees o 
preliminary stages. A trial date Illinois 60 in Lake County on Aug. 
will be set sometime after the Oct. a e 83. f Vi c 
18 ampeananaapehe: gaid, E a Sea a 
Brine ke on p Pene gengs worker ds being held wighout bond 

. . uy = in the Cook County Jail. 
opportunity to file additional mo- He is a suspect in 22 additional 
tions on Eyler’s behalf. slayings in four states. 


m, 


Community Affairs File 


Vigo County 


ył ublic Library 


PUI 


2 
4 
4 


LOE A AaS O IDEL ASE DE AN PO pad NIER A 


RIAR 


Sp tei 


4. oA 


Community Affairs File 


Ce, Me J Cri Mi fals AAD, maunity Affairs File 


¿Vigo County Publie Library 


Human remains could link 


Eyler to another slaying 


By Tian J. Kaufman 
Tribune-Star City Editor 


Discovery of a human skull and 
two hands by a Newton County 
farmer cleaning out his barn last 
week could help Indiana State 
Police in a quadruple-homicide 
case. Four victims were discovered 
Oct. 18, 1983, in shallow graves 
behind a vacant farm house along 
U.S. 41 south of the Kankakee 
River. 

Former Terre Haute resident 
Larry Eyler, 31, is the key suspect 
in those murders. 

Two victims already have been 


identified by ISP investigators. 
They are: John D. Bartlett, 19, 
Addison, Pa., and Michael C. 
Bauer, 23, a Chicago pizza delivery 
man who was last seen March 7, 
1983. Bartlett had been living with 
a sister in Chicago when he 
disappeared March 4, 1983. 

Investigators have been unsuc- 
cessful in identifying the two 
remaining victims. One body was 
missing a head and hands, ISP 
investigators said. 

Eyler is being held without bond 
in the Cook County jail. He is 
charged with the dismemberment 
slaying of Daniel Bridges, 16, in 
Chicago and the killing of 
Chicagoan Ralph Calise. 


Meanwhile Illinois State police 
are still attempting to identify .a- 
partially decomposed body of a. 
Hispanic man weighing 130 to 140 
pounds, 5 feet 9 inches to 5 feet 10° 
inches tall. The victim, in his late, 
teens to early 20s, died after being? 
stabbed six times in the abdomeng 

The body was found in a ditch ins 
a rural area of Ford County neag 
Paxton, Ill. Eyler is a suspect im 
that slaying, according to Saf 
Harold Flynn, a special in4 
vestigator with the department ê 
criminal investigations, Illinotse 
State Police, Ashkum, Iil. -$ 

Eyler is a suspect in another 21s 
killings of young men across four 
states. = 
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By Susan J. Kaufman 
Tribune-Star City Editor 
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Larry Eyler’s Chicago defense 
attorney said Thursday, “We 
rocked the boat a little bit,” in filing 
motions to seal the court file and 
requesting a gag order in the case 
in which Eyler is charged with the 
dismemberment slaying of 
16-year-old Daniel Bridges. 
Circuit Court Judge Joseph Urso 
set a Nov. 9 hearing on the two 
defense motions and ruled against 
the prosecution’s request to remove 
two Cook County public defenders 
from the case. " 
David P. Schippers, a former 
federal prosecutor who has been 
retained by Eyler’s family, said the 
court found Eyler, 31, met indigen- 
cy requirements anc is entitled to 
be represented by public defenders. 
Schippers said he is working 
with public defenders Thomas R. 
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Rocking the boat in Chicago - 
Eyler seeks gag order for trial 
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Allen and Claire Hilliard in prepar- 
ang DILET E defense. 

ark Rakoczy, a prosecutor in 
the case, saw nothing exciting in 
the two motions filed by the 
defense. 

“I have no real problem with the 
gag order. We haven't gone around 
and told folks what the evidence 
was,” Rakoczy said. “It is a bit 
unusual in that there are 14,000 
cases filed in these courts each 
year. There are few that have had 
as much publicity surrounding 
them as this one.” 

Requests for gag orders in cases 
such as this are not unusual, 
Rakoczy said. 

A simil’r motion was filed when 
John Wayne Gacy was brought to 
trial in Cook County in 1980. Gacy, 
who killed 33 young men, is on 
Illinois’ death row awaiting a U.S. 
Supreme Court appeal of his con- 
viction. 

If granted by Urso, the gag order 
in the Eyler case would, close 
pre-trial hearings to the public, 


Community Affairs File 


blocking media coverage of those 
hearings. 7% 

Schippers said representatives of 
the Chicago Tribune had already 
indicated they would file ote 
ments at the Nov. 9 hearing.. He 
said the newspapers’ objections to 
the defense motions would be made 
on the basis that a fair trial 
demands free press access. 

“The judge has invited 
newspapers or media to present 
reasons why the gag order 
shouldn't be issued,” Schippers 
said. “This could be a big hearing 
for the fair trial and freedom of the 
press,” he said, “but we didn’t 
intend to turn it into a cause celeb.” 

Eyler, who appeared in court in 
a new brown suit purchased by his 
parents, was returned to the Cook 
County Jail where he is being held 
without bond, Schippers said. 

Schippers is also defending Eyler 
in a Lake County, Ill., murder case. 
Eyler is charged with killing Ralph 
Calise, 28, Chicago. Calise’s body 
was discovered Aug. 31, 1983. 
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A bag anne? LenS defense 

A aby s for accused murderer 

. Eyler, 31, formerly of 

Terre Haute, was denied Friday b 7 
ba Circuit Judge Joseph Urso of Coo 

County, I. 

Eyler, 31, is charged with the 
dismemberment murder of a 
16-year-old Chicago youth in 
August. The teen’s body was found 
in several trash bags i in a dumpster 


‘ficials and 


y me 
loca’ z behind. Eyler’s 
A ES building. 
Eyler’s attorney, David P. Schip- 
pers, a former federal prosecutor, 
d requested the the gag order, which 
hibited court of- 
nwe-enforckinelit of- 
ficials from commenting to 
members of the press. The order, if 
granted, would also have closed all 
pre-trail hearings to the public and 


Chicago 


would have 
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Eyler, A charged with killing a 
Lake County, Ill., man is a suspect 
in at least 22 other homicides. é 
At the time Eyler was arrested 
for the Aug. 21 murder of Daniel S. 
Bridges, he was free on $10,000 
bond after being charged with the 
August 1983 murder of Ralph 
Calise, 28. 


Bylei to return td egurt 


main open. 


phe ee Fae Oh. the been open 
Terre Haute, accused of the August Eyler cannot have his case tried in 


dismemberment murder of a 16- 
year-old Chicago youth, is 
scheduled to return to Cook County 
Circuit Court in Chicago on Jan. 3. 

Defense attorneys for Eyler have 
requested that prosecutors produce 
evidence against Eyler which they 
intend to use during a trial. 

Eyler was arrested after Daniel 
S. Bridges’*-body parts were found 
in several trash bags in a dumpster 
located behind Eyler’s apartment 
building. 

Two weeks ago Judge Joseph J. 
Urso refused to issue a gag order on 
police and prosecutors investigat- 
ing the alleged murder. 

In denying the gag order, Urso 
said that “his court had always 


secret.” 

Defense attorneys had argued 
before Urso that Eyler could not 
receive a fair trial because of the 
extensive media coverage. 

Police allege that Eyler stabbed 
Bridges to death and then chopped 
the body into several pieces before 
placing the parts in trash bags. 

At the time Eyler was arrested in 
connection with the Bridges 
homicide he was free on $10,000 
bond after being charged with the 
August 1983 murder of Ralph 
Calise, 28, Lake County, IH. 

Eyler is also considered a suspect 
in the murders of at least 20 young 
men fram Indiana and Illinois. 
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Eyler returns to Cook court, 


but trial continu 


Larry W. Eyler, 31, accused of 
the August 1984 dismemberment 
murder of a Chicago teen-ager and 
a suspect in at least 20 other 
homicides in Indiana and Ilincis, 
returned to Cook County Circuit 
Court under heavy security Thurs- 

ay. 

A spokesperson for Judge Joseph 
J. Urso said that prosecutors and 
defense attorneys agreed on a 
continuation date of Feb. 5 for 

ler, who formerly lived in Terre 

aute. 


MeN EDA 


On that date, lawyers for both N 


sides will begin filing formal mo- 
tions, the spokeswoman said. 

One of the first motions expected, 
to be filed on Eyler’s behalf will be 
a motion for discovery, requiring 
prosecutors to turn over any and all 
evidence accumulated in the in- 
vestigation. 

Eyler was arrested by Chicago 
pole after investigators found 


ody parts belonging to Daniel S. 
Bridges, 16, in several trash bags 
in a dumpster behind Eyler’s 


ed to Feb 


e 5% 
€ Grad) 
hat § CUA, 
Homicide. investigators allege 


that Eyler stabbed Bridges to 


. death and then chopped the body 


into several pieces, which he placed 
in trash bags and later tossed into 
the dumpster. 

When police arrested Eyler in 
connection with the teen’s death he 
was free on $10,000 bond after 
being charged with the August 
1983, murder of Ralph Calise, 28, 
Lake Conty, IN. 


as è 
round one-in 
Chicago court 

Communi Sie 

perry Een ot formerly of 
Terre Haute, heduled to return 
to court April 26 in Chicago, 
following a ruling Tuesday by 
Circuit Judge Joseph Urso that 
police legally obtained warrants to 
seach an apartment occupied by 

yler. 

Eyler, charged with the murder 
and dismemberment of a 16-year- 
old Chicago boy last August, is also 
a suspect in 22 other homicides in 
Indiana and Illinois. 

According to Cook County State’s 
Attorney Michael Angarola, the 
ruling will allow the prosecution to 
introduce evidence, which was ob- 
tained by police from Eyler’s apart- 
ment, during a trial. 

David Schipper, attorney for 
Eyler, argued that police illegally 
searched Eyler’s apartment and 
during that search obtained 
evidence which should not be 
allowed in future court proceed- 


ii 
at evidence included blood 
samples that matched the victim’s 
blood type, along with the victim’s 
fingerprints, Angarola said. 
“chapper also asked the court to 
rule Eyler was illegally arrested as 
a result of the seized evidence. 
Urso ruled that police acted 
properly in arresting Eyler. 
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Court wi 


The Illinois Supreme Court has 
refused to hear an appeal of a 
controversial lower-court . ruling 
that forced Lake County, Hl., 
prosecutors to drop a murder 
charge in a sex-related killing. 

The ruling concerned evidence 
against Larry _Eyler Chicago 
housepaitttér who once lived in 
Terre Haute, in the killing of Ralph 
Calise, 28, of Chicago, whose body 
was found near Lake Forest in 
August 1984. 

A shoe found by Indiana police 
during a search of Eyler’s car 
matched a shoeprint found near 
Calise’s body, and prosecutors 
eee to use the evidence to link 

yler to the killing. 

Lake County Circuit Judge 
William Block threw out the 
evidence, ruling that the Indiana 
police weren’t justified in making 
the search, and prosecutors were 
forced to drop the murder charge 
against Eyler. 

The Illinois Appellate Court in 
April upheld Block’s ruling, and 
the Supreme Court said Wednes- 
day it would not hear an appeal in 
the case. : 

Eyler later was indicted by a 
Gak County grand jury on murder 
and other charges in the death of 


oe 


im Aes 


Crimet 
Eyler case appea 
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LE Tito 
LARRY EYLER 
Court refuses appeal 
Daniel Bridges, 16, an admitted 
homosexual prostitute from the 
north side of Chicago. 

Bridges had been stabbed 
several times and his body cut into 
eight pieces and stuffed into six 
trash bags, according to Dr. Robert 
Stein, Cook County medical ex- 
aminer. 
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Eyler’s trial postponed; 
now scheduled for Jan. 20 


The Chicago trial of Larry Eyler 
has been postponed again. 

Eyler, 32, formerly of Terre 
Haute, is charged with the August 
1984 dismemberment slaying of a 
16-year-old Chicago boy. 

'yler was to go on trial Monday, 
but the trial now is scheduled for 
Jan. 20, a., spokesperson for 
Criminal Court Associate Judge 
Joseph Urso said. 

Assistant state’s attorney Mark 
Rakoczy has said he plans to seek 


the death penalty against Eyler if 
the 32-year-old house painter is 
convicted. 

Eyler is charged in the slaying of 
Danny Bridges of Chicago. Portions 
of Bridges’ body were found in six 
garbage bags in a dumpster. near 
Eyler’s apartment, authorities 
said. 

Eyler also has been investigated 
in the sex-related slayings of more 
than 20 men in Illinois, Indiana, 
Wisconsin and Kentucky. 


Local man ordere 


A subpoena has been ordered for 
a Terre Haute man to testify in the 
murder trial of 


Larry Eyler, 
scheduled to begin next month in ~ 


Chicago. 

Eyler, 32, formerly of Terre 
Haute, is charged with the dis- 
memberment slaying of a 16-year- 
old boy. Portions of Danny Bridges’ 
body were found Aug. 20, 1984, in 
six garbage bags in a dumpster 
next to the building that housed 
Eyler’s apartment, according to 
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court papers filed in Vigo County 
by the Cook County, Il., state’s 
attorney’s office. 

The name of the local man 
ordered Wednesday to testify in the 
Eyler trial was withheld to avoid 
possible harassment of the witness, 
Vigo Circuit Judge Robert H. 
Brown said. 

The local man co-signed the lease 
on Eyler’s apartment where 
“physical evidence was discovered” 
allegedly linking Eyler to the 


4 


Crimes Cina ) 


to testify in 


yler trial 


crime, according to papers filed to 
obtain the witness’s testimony. 

Eyler’s trial is scheduled to begin 
June 30. 

Mark Rakoczy, 
assistant state’s attorney, plans to 
seek the death penalty if Elyer is 
convicted of murder and ag- 
gravated kidnapping. 

Eyler also has been investigated 
in the sex-related slayings of more 


Cook County 


than 20 men in Illinois, ‘Indiana, + 


Wisconsin and Kentucky. 
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Eyler jury picked 


CHICAGO (AP) — Jury selection 
began Monday in the trial of an 
itinerant house painter, social 
worker and clerk charged in the 
slaying of a 16-year-old homosex- 
ual prostitute and questioned by 
authorities in more than 20 other 
killings. 

Larry Eyler, formerly of Terre 
Haute; Has been held without bond 
since he was indicted by a Cook 
County grand jury in September 
1984 on charges of murder, kidnap- 
ping and concealing a homicide in 
the stabbing death of Daniel 
Bridges, an admitted prostitute. 

Bridges’ body, cut into eight 

ieces and wrapped in plastic, was 
ound Aug. 21, 1984, in a garbage 
bin near Eyler’s apartment on 
Chicago’s North Side. 

By Monday evening, 12 jurors 
had been selected, but four 
alternates still were to be chosen, 
said a spokesman for the state’s 
attorney’s office, who wished not to 
be identified. 

Assistant Cook County Assistant 
State’s Attorney Mark Rakoczy, 
who is prosecuting the case with 
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Richard Stock, said he would seek 
the death penalty if Eyler were 
convicted. 

Eyler on Monday waived his 
right to have the jury decide 
whether he would be eligible for 
the death penalty if convicted, 
which would leave Circuit Judge 
Joseph Urso to make that decision. 

Eyler also had been charged with 
the murder of a 28-year-old 
Chicago man, Ralph Calise, but 
that charge was dropped after a 
Lake County judge threw out 
evidence against Eyler gathered by 
Indiana State Police. 

Circuit Judge William Block 
ruled in that case that Indiana 
troopers did not have probable 
cause to suspect Eyler of commit- 
ting a crime when they made a 
search of his 1982 truck and found 
a shoe that made a print matching 
one found near Calise’s body. 

Eyler went free after Block 
reduced his bond from $1 million to 
$10,000. A state appellate court 
and the Illinois Supreme Court 
upheld Block’s ruling, and the 


state’s appeal is pending before the; 
U.S. Supreme Court. l 

Lake County, Ind., law-enforce-) 
ment officials say Eyler — a 
Crawfordsville, Ind., native who: 
lived for varying periods of time in’ 
Chicago and Indiana — has been, 
questioned about more than 20) 
unsolved slayings in Illinois, In- 
diana, Kentucky and Wisconsin in, 
recent years. l 


Block’s ruling “opened our eyes 
to the possibility of losing this guy,” 
Terry Levin, spokesman for the 
Cook County state’s attorney, said 
of prosecutors’ preparations for the 
Bridges case. é 


After discovery of Bridges’ body, 
Chicago police obtained warrants 
to search Eyler’s apartment and 
the building’s laundry. £ 


In the apartment, detectives said 
the fund receipts for trash bags 
and saw blades. Police used laser 
beams to try and lift fingerprints, 
and sprayed the apartment with a 
chemical that highlights traces of 
human blood. M 
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Curious janitor opens 
trail leading to Eyler 


CHICAGO (AP) — The torture- 
slaying of a 16-year-old homosex- 
ual prostitute might have gone 
undiscovered except for a curious 
janitor who found the teen-agers 
dismembered body in a trash bin, 
a prosecutor said Tuesday. 

“You will hear just how fortunate 
the police, just how fortunate we 
are, that this murder was found,” 
Cook County assistant state’s at- 
torney Mark Rakoczy told a jury 
during opening arguments in the 
murder trial of former Terre Haute 
resident Larry Eyler. 

“Becau ‘“ésday morning is 
garbage pickup but this 
janitor’s curiosity got the better of 

im and so he ripped one of the 
[plastic garbage] bags open,” con- 
tinued Rakoczy. “Imagine the 
shock when he found a human 
thigh.” 

Eyler, 33, is charged with 
murder, kidnapping, unlawful 
restraint and concealment of a 
homicide in the August 1984 death 
of Danny Bridges, an admitted 
homosexual prostitute. 

Another murder charge is pend- 
ing against Eyler in neighboring 
Lake County, where prosecutors 
are appealing to the U.S. Supreme 
Court a circuit judge’s decision to 
throw out evidence against Eyler 
obtained during what the judge 
called an unjustified search. 

Additionally, law-enforcement 
officials in Lake County, Ind., say 
Eyler — an Indiana native — has 
been questioned about more than 
20 unsolved slayings -in Illinois, 
Indiana, Kentucky and Wisconsin 


LARRY EYLER 
Hears opening statements 


in recent years. 

Defense attorney Thomas Allen 
told jurors during opening argu- 
ments that “what you heard this 
morning is gruesome.” 

Allen told them “don’t be swayed 
by emotion, sympathy or pre- 
judice.” 

Bridges body, cut into eight 
pieces and wrapped in plastic 
garbage bags, was recovered Aug. 
21, 1984, from a trash bin near 


Eyler’s ee a on Chicago’s | 
Side. 


North : 

Eyler, an itinerant house 
painter, social worker and liquor 
store clerk, was indicted by a 
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county grand jury the following 
month and has since been held 
without bond. ‘ 
Rakoczy told jurors that Joe 
Balla, the janitor of the building 
next door to Eyler, had seen Eyler 
dumping the large plastic bags 
during one of three trips to the bin. 
Balla was angered because resi- 


dents of his building had little 


space to dump their trash as it was, 
Rakoczy said. After tearing open 


one of the bags, Rakoczy said, Balla | 


called police. 

Police used laser beams to try 
and lift fingerprints, and sprayed 
the apariment with a chemical that 
highlights traces of human blood. 

Rakoczy said a hacksaw blade, 
an awl, a belt buckle and a T-shirt, 
among other items, were found to 
contain blood stains compatible 
with Bridges’ blood, and that spots 
were found on some walls. 

“There was blood everywhere,” 
said Rakoczy, pausing for 
emphasis, “even though it was 
pe clean to the naked eye.” 

len reminded the jury that 
even though a string of prosecution 
experts would testify that there 
was overwhelming physical 
evidence to connect Eyler to the 
slaying, “this is not a ballgame and 
the outcome won't be determined 
by how many witnesses they put 
against how many we put up. 

“Some, if not all of the physical 
evidence is ambiguous,” he said. 
“Most, if not all, cannot be linked 
to any individual with any medical 
or scientific certainty.” 


Eyler’s 
ex-lover 
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CHICAGO (AP) — The homosex- 
ual lover of Larry Eyler testified 
Monday that™“sore-kind of flesh” 
came from Eyler’s sink on the day 
a dismembered body was found in 
a dumpster behind Eyler’s apart- 
ment. S 

Eyler, 33, formerly of Terre 
Haute, is on trial in the August 
1984 fatal stabbing of Daniel 


Bridges, 15, a male prostitute. | 


Prosecutors contend Eyler used a 
hacksaw to cut the body into eight 
pieces. 

John Dobrovolskis, 25, who said 
he had a homosexual affair with 
Eyler for three years, testified that 
on the weekend Bridges was slain, 
Eyler refused to let him visit his 
apartment, contending a friend 
was there. But when Dobrovolskis 
arrived after the weekend, the 
apartment was unusually clean, he 
said. 

The bathroom “was sparkling 
clean,” and the living room was 
“very straightened. That was un- 
usual,” Dobrovolskis testified. 

Dobrovolskis said he used a 
plunger on the kitchen sink. Along 


with “some kind of flesh,” which he 


thought was chicken fat, he said 
“black, gravel-type material” and 
“something pink and swirling that 
I thought was blood from the 
chicken” came out of the drain. 
en the drain was cleared, 
Dobrovolskis testified, Eyler 
“became ecstatic about it. He gave 
me a hug and said, ‘Thank you. ” 


It: Sd 
sulity 

; E 1 0, 1966 late 
~ Wednesday found former Terre 


- Haute resident Larry Eyler guil- 
. ty of the tortüre- stay ae of a 


t 


oung male prostitute whose - 


dy was cut into eight ; pierog 
' ; bin 


- and thrown into a tra 


behind Eyler’s North Side apart- 
ment. 

Despite the verdict, defense 
attorney Tom Allen said Eyler 
“got a fair trial.” 

“We "eae him the best defense 
we could, and the jury reached 
its verdict just as in any other 
case,” Allen said in an interview. 

The jury deliberated about 

ree hours. . 

Eyler, a 33-year-old itinerant 
house painter, was accused of 
killing Daniel Bridges, 16, in 
August 1984. Bridges’ remains 
were found stuffed into garbage 
bags in a trash bin behind 
Pylers apartment two days 
ater. 7 


E 
at least 20 slayings of young 
men that occurred from 1982 to 
1984 in Illinois, Indiana, Ken- 
tucky and Wisconsin. 

Eyler. was found guilty of 
murder, aggravated kidnap- 
ping, unlawful restraint and 
conopalment. of a homicidal 
deat 

-No sentencing date was set for 
Eyler, who showed little reac- 
tion when.the verdict was read. 
There. was a short burst of 

PPR age from the victim’s fami- 
k EE p 
The prosecution will seek the 


yie has been questioned in - 


in Bridges’slaying.» a 
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LARRY EYLER 
May face death penalty 


death penalty, said Allen. “We 
knew that going in,” he said. 
Under Illinois law, he said, a 


‘defendant found guilty of 


murder committed in the-course 
of another felony is automatical- 
ly eligible for the death penalty. 

Allen said an appeal was 


* planned. 


Bridges’ mother, Austine 
BraS said: “I think he [Eyler] 
should get the death penalty. 
Maybe it would save some more 
lives.” i 

“There’s no way he can ever 
pay for what he did to Daniel,” 
added the victim’s girlfriend, 
Ruth Pelz. 

Earlier Wednesday — the 
sixth day of Eyler’s murder trial, 
prosecutors contended in closin 
arguments that Eyler Biilalized 


Bridges before stabbing the | 


young male prostitute to death 
Aimane his dismembered” 

remains “like so much garbage.” 

“I don’t think any one of you 


‘could imagine the agony, the 


terror, that filled the last mo- 
ments .of Bridges’ life,” said 
assistant state’s : attorney 
Richard Stock. 
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er motions, sets 


sentencing; execution still sought 


Cea A Sentencing for 
convicted murderer Lar er is 
now scheduled for Sept 30 

Post-trial motions for the former 
Terre Haute resident were denied 
Wednesday by Judge Joseph Urso. 

Eyler, 33, was found guilty July 
9 of the dismemberment slaying of 
16-year-old Danny Bridges. Por- 
tions of Bridges’s body were found 
Aug. 20, 1984, in six garbage bags 
in a dumpster next to Eyler’s 
apartment in Chicago. 

Assistant Cook County state’s 
attorney Rick Stock said Wednes- 


day that the prosecution still plans 
to seek the death penalty for Eyler. 

The prosecution contends Eyler 
is eligible for the death penalty 
because the murder was performed 
in the course of an aggravated 
kidnapping. 

Eyler also has been investigated 
in the sex-related slayings of more 
than 20 men in Illinois, Indiana, 
Wisconsin and Kentucky. He may 
be questioned about five deaths in 


‘Indiana. . 
Stock said Wednesday he'd still . 


not heard of any movement by 
Eyler to discuss other possible 
crimes. 

But Indiana State Police Capt. 
Larry Carmichael said Wednesday 
that Eyler said when he was 
arrested that “he’d be willing to 
talk to us but a lot has 
transpired since.” Carmichael said 
he did not know what Eyler might 
be willing to talk to Indiana 
investigators about but that he 
might send an investigator to 
Chicago to be on hand Sept. 30. 
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Indiana officials wait 
9 (J 
for Eyler’s sentencing 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Indiana 
authorities say they will wait until 
after Larry Eyler’s July 24 sentenc- 
ing hearing Chicago before 
questioning him in the murders of 
five petra in Indiana. 

Eyler was convicted Wednesday 
in the torture-murder of Danny 
Bridges, 16, of Chicago, and faces 


the death penalty. Bridges’ dis-- 


membered body was found in 
August 1984 in garbage’ bags 
stuffed in a North Side trash bin 
behind Eyler’s apartment building. 

Eyler, 33, is a suspect in at least 
20 slayings of young men in 
Indiana, illinois, Kentucky and 
Wisconsin, officials have said. 

Indiana State Police Capt. Larry 
D. Carmichael said authorities will 
wait until the sentencing in 
Chicago before interrogating Eyler. 

“After that sentencing, we want 
to question him in connection with 
our unsolved homicides,’’ 
Carmichael said. 

Eyler, a house painter formerly 
of Terre Haute and several other 
Hoosier cities, was pegged as a 
suspect in five Indiana slayings by 
a police task force in 1983. 

e was detained Sept. 20, 1983, 
in northern Indiana by state police 


acting on information provided by 
the task force. Eyler was not 
arrested and was released after 
about five hours. 

The mother of one of the Hoosier 
victims says she is convinced Eyler 
killed her son. 

Wilma S. McNeive said that after 
sitting through all six days of 
Eyler’s trial in Chicago, she 
believes Eyler killed her 22-year- 
old son, Daniel S. McNeive. 

McNeive’s mutilated body was 
found May 9, 1983, in a secluded 
area near Interstate 70 in Hen- 
dricks County... 

“After all I heard and all the 
witnesses I talked to, I feel like he 
is the one who killed my Danny,” 
McNeive said Thursday. 

McNeive, an Indianapolis resi- 
dent, said she found it difficult to 
listen to the grisly details of the 
slaying of Bridges because her son 
suffered a similar death. 

“I had to know these things,” 
MecNeive said. “I don’t think I could 
have lived with myself if I had not 
gone to the trial. These were things 
that police wouldn’t tell me here.” 

In Illinois, Eyler also is charged 
with the death of a Chicago man in 
suburban Lake County. 
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Judge sentences. 


Eyler to die by © 
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Judge Joseph Urso called con- 
victed murderer Larry Eyler, 
formerly of Terre Haute, am “evil 
person who deserves to die” when 
he ordered Eyler to die by lethal 
injection for the disemberment 
slaying of a 16-year-old boy. 

“You are an evil person. You 
truly deserve to die”, Erso told 
Eyler during a Friday morning 
court session in Chicago. “I pray to 
God that he have mercy on your 
soul.” 

Urso called the murder “so 
heinous it truly defies description.” 

Epler 33, was found guilty July 
9 of the torture killing of Danny 
Bridges, an admitted homosexual 
prostitute. Portions of Bridges’ 
body were found Aug. 20, 1984, in 
six garbage bags in a dumpster 
next to Eyler’s Chicago apartment. 

he death sentence was sought 
because Eyler killed Bridges dur- 
ing the commission of another 
crime, aggravated kidnapping. 

The judge termed the killing of 
Bridges as “senseless and 


lethal injection 


fae 

“This is not an isolated incident, 
not a one-time act,” the judge said 
in reference to other attacks on 
young men by Eyler. 

Testimony earlier this week dur- 
ing Eyler’s death-sentence hearing 
revealed Eyler had attacked at 
least two other men — one in Terre 
Haute and another in the Green- 
castle area. 

The victims of those attacks told 
the court they survived cuttings or 
stabbings by Eyler. One of the 
victims testified Eyler forced him 
to participate in sexual activity. 

rso gave no date for Eyler’s 
execution to be carried out, accord- 
ing to Lisa Howard, spokeswoman 
for Cook County State’s Attorney 
Richard Daley. 

Howard said the death penalty is 
automatically appealable to the 
Illinois Supreme Court. 

Eyler’s next court date, for a 
motion to appeal the death 
sentence, was set for Nov. 7. 

Eyler also has been investigated 
in the sex related slayings of more 
than 20 men in Illinois, Indiana, 
Wisconsin and Kentucky. Eyler 
may be questioned by authorities 
about five homicides in Indiana. 
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Two of Eyler’s victims testify 
in death-penalty hearing 


By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Testimony linking convicted 
murderer Larry Eyler to activities 
in the Terre Haute and Greencastle 
areas was heard Tuesday in a 
Chicago courtroom. 

Eyler, 33, was found guilty July 
9 of the dismemberment slaying of 
16-year-old Danny Bridges. Por- 
tions of Bridges’ body were found 
Aug. 20, 1984, in six garbage bags 
in a dumpster next to Eyler’s 
Chicago apartment. 

Testimony in the sentencing 
hearing is being offered as ag- 

avating factors to make it more 
ikely that Judge Joseph Urso will 
ord Eyler’s death by lethal injec- 
ion. 

The testimony began Tuesday is 


. expected to continue today and 


possibly Thursday as well, accord- 
ing to Lisa Howard, spokesman for 
Cook County State’s Attorney 


Richard Daley. 

Howard said the state is calling 
witnesses who “lived to tell about 
attacks on them” by Eyler. 

One such witness was Craig 
Long, 27. 

He told of hitchhiking Aug. 3, 
1978, in the Terre Haute area and 
being picked up in a truck by Eyler, 
Howard said. 

Long said Eyler had a knife and 
took him to a secluded area, where 
Eyler forced him to disrobe, 
handcuffed his hands behind his 
back as he was taking off his shirt, 
tied his ankles with rope, and told 
him to lie down on a rubber mat on 
the back of the truck, Howard said. 

Eyler ran a knife over his body 
several times but did not cut him, 
Long said. 

Long said he did a back flip out 
of the truck and — still naked — 
shuffled a short distance away 
before Eyler ordered him to return. 

Long ‘refused. 

Eyler stabbed him once ih the 


right chest, and Long fell to the 
ground and played dead until Eyler 
left, Howard said. 

The victim managed to get to a 
farm house, where police were 
called. 

Eyler contended the stabbing 
was accidental, according to Rick 
Stock, who is helping prosecute 
Eyler in Chicago. 

Long accepted $2,500 in ex- 
change for not bringing a civil 
action against Eyler, Stock said. 

The Greencastle case involved an 


eighth grader who allegedly was i 
drugged and left in a secluded field 


May 8, 1982, by Eyler. 

The boy, then 14, was not 
sexually molested, Howard said. 

Both victims dropped charges 
against pler, she said. 

Eyler also has been investigated 
in the sex-related slayings of more 
than 20 men in Illinois, Indiana, 
Wisconsin and Kentucky. He may 
be questioned about five deaths in 
Indiana. 
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signed convicted murderer L 
Eyler’s. execution order Friday. 
rso ordered the former Terre 
Haute man to die by lethal injec- 
tion Dec. 30 — but that order 
automatically is put on hold by 
state law, while the Eyler case is 
reviewed by the Illinois Supreme 
Court. ' 
The review process could take 
many months or — ultimately — 
years before the order is carried 
out. 
Urso on Oct. 3 called Eyler an 
“evil person who deserves to die” 
for the dismemberment slaying of 
a 16-year-old boy. 
l Ey r, 33, was found guilty July 
9 of the torture ae of Danny 
Bridges, an admitted homosexual 

rostitute. Portions of Bridges’ 

ody were found Aug. 20, 1984, in 
six garbage bags in a dumpster 
next to Eyler’s Chicago apartment. 

The death sentence was sought 
because Eyler killed Bridges dur- 
ing the commission of another 
crime, aggravated kidnapping. 

. The judge termed the killing of 
Bridges “senseless and barbaric.” 

Testimony during Eyler’s death- 
sentence hearing revealed Eyler 
had attacked at least two other 
men — one in Terre Haute and 
another in the Greencastle area. 
Eyler also has been investigated in 
the sex-related slayings of more 
than 20 men in Illinois, Indiana, 
Wisconsin and Kentucky. 

Eyles may be questioned by 
authorities about five homicides in 
Indiana. But so far he has re- 
-mained mum about those slayings, 
‘Mark Rakoczy, Cook County assis- 
«tant state’s attorney, said Friday. 


Eyler, Larry 


Court says 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. Supreme 
Court on Monday upheld lower-court rulings 
that suppressed evidence against Death Row 
inmate Larry Eyler in a second slaying. 

As a result, Illinois authorities are dropping 
their case against Eyler in the Lake County 
slaying of Ralph Calise, 28, of Chicago. Eyler 
was indicted: in late 1983 on charges of 
murdering Calise. 

Without comment, the justices rejected an 
appeal of previous rulings that said police had 
illegally obtained evidence against Eyler in the 


cops erred in 


Calise slaying. 

“It pretty much closes off any rosecution” of 
Eyler, Lake County State's j siestar Fred 
Foreman said in a telephone interview. “We 
don’t have much choice.” 

Eyler was convicted of murder last July and 
sentenced to death for the 1984 torture-slaying 
of Daniel Bridges, a 16-year-old male prostitute 
whose dismembered body was wrapped in 
garbage bags and dumped in a trash bin behind 
Eyler’s apartment on Chicago’s North Side. 

Bridges was killed while Eyler was free on 


Eyler case 


bond after the evidence ruling in the Calise case. 

Police also have questioned Eyler about the 
homosexual murders of more than 20 young 
men in Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin and Ken- 
tucky in recent years. 

In all the deaths, the bodies of men between 
the ages of 18 and 28 were found in remote rural 
areas. All had been bound and stabbed, and 
were found with their pants down. 

Eyler is a former Terre Haute resident. 

The Illinois Supreme Court refused to hear 
the state’s appeal Oct. 2. 
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By Patricia Pastore 
NEWPORT 


Steve R. Agan of Terre ae 
Haute. Agan was | 
slashed and stabbed to 
death in December 
1982 near an aban- 
doned house 
northwest of Newport, 
about 100 yards from 
Indiana 63. 

Larry Eyler, a 
former Vigo County 
Equal Opportunities 


case, Thomas said Wednesday. 


Tribune-Star Correspondent \ 


— Vermillion County 


“Prosecutor La Thomas i “a 
murder Pigestivation into the Heath of 


J THOMAS 
Act employee, is the prime suspect in the 


et 


Eyler, who is suspected of being a serial 
killer, was linked by a multi-agency 
Indiana police task force to a string of 22 
slayings in Indiana and Illinois. He is 
presently on death row in an Illinois 
prison. 

He was convicted July 9, 1986, of 
kidnapping and slaying Danny Bridges, a 
Chicago teen-age prostitute whose dis- 
membered body was discovered Aug. 21, 
1986, in a trash bin outside Eyler’s 
apartment. His attorneys hope to overturn 
that conviction during post-conviction re- 
lief appeals. 

Agan’s body was discovered Dec. 28, 
1982, by a Spencer man who was hunting 
for old bottles. Sheriff Perry Hollowell, 
then a deputy sheriff, was the first law- 
enforcement officer at the scene. 

“We had more than enough evidence to 
take Eyler before a grand jury,” he said 


Wednesday. 


e 


Community Affairs File 


REFERENC 
E 


DO NOT CIRCULAT 


d Agan death ¢ 


STEVE AGAN 


The sheriff recounted the evidence he 
and the Indiana State Police investigators 
collected. All of it links Eyler to the case, 
he said. “I’ve made arrestes with less 
evidence than that and those people were 
convicted.” 

Robert Agan, Agan’s father, and Barbara 
Agan, his stepmother, were traumatized 
by Steve’s death. Barbara Agan said her 
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stepson wasn't a male prostitute or a 
homosexual. He liked girls and was 
attempting to re-establish a relationship 
with his former wife, she said. 

Agan and his wife read about the deaths 
of other young men who were killed in a 
similar manner before the first an- 
niversary of Steve’s death. They agreed 
that Eyler should be the target of a grand- 
jury ipyestigation in Vermillion oun 

“I definitely believe Larry Eyler killed 
Steve,” Agan said. 

“This county has an obligation to its 
citizens to pursue Eyler for the criminal 
acts we believe he committed here,” said 
Thomas. “There wasn’t enough in the file 
when I took office in 1987 for me to make 
an intelligent decision on wether we should 
reopen the Steve Agan case. We are trying 
to put this case back together.” .___ 

The investigation might ae the 
agony the Agan family has attempted to 


Zi 
vehind it. But it won't be as painful a8 
ng Steve’s slayer go unpunished for 
rime. “I don’t want my son’s death to 
3 an unsolved murder,” Agan said. - 
__ if police agencies have kept the evidentne 
“intact, Thomas plans to call a grand jury 
in December, he said. i; , “ 
Eyler had many connections in Terre 
Haute. When Agan was killed, Eyler lived 
rent-free with ‘his friend, Robert David 
Little, chairperson and professor of library 
science at Indiana State University. An 
Aug. 24, 1984, statement Little made to 
Chicago detective David Paul said Eyler 
“lived in his home rent-free as his guest” 
while attending ISU. 
At that time, Little said he had a close 
relationship with Eyler. Little was un- 
available for comment Wednesday. 
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An in-depth report on Eyler begins 
Sunday. l 
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By Patricia Pastore r 


Tribune-Star Correspondent 


NEWPORT — While authorities were 
compiling evidence in 1983 that linked 
former Terre Haute resident Larry Eyler 
with a string of homicides in Indiana and 
Illinois, the killing of men in the two-state 
area continued. 

On Aug. 23, 1983, the body of Ralph 
Calise was found in Lake County, Ill. He 
had been stabbed to death. Earlier, the 
bodies of two other men who had died in 
a similar manner had been found within 
1% miles of the Calise crime scene. 

Eyler and a male prostitute were 


arrested ‘aK 30, 1983, by Indiana State 
Police on Interstate 65 near Lowell when 
Eyler made an illegal stop along the 
highway. His truck was searched and he 
was held for questioning. Tape, rope, 
cigarette lighters, a knife with blood on it, 
gasoline receipts and other items were 
taken from his vehicle. 

Eyler, who even gave police the boots off 
his feet, was released. 

Tests revealed the blood on his knife and 
blood found inside the soles of his boots 
matched Calise’s blood type, not Eyler’s. 

State Police Sgt. Frank Love and 
Indianapolis police detective Sam 
McPherson — members of a multi-police 
agencv task force set up to investigate the 


Community 


string of tat — ay to i'a 

Haute on Oct. 3, 1983, to search Robert 

David Little’s home. Eyler lived rent-free 
with Little, an Indiana State University 
professor of library science. This was one 
of three times Love and McPherson were 
to search Little’s house for evidence that 
was to link Eyler to many slayings. They 
gathered more than 1,000 items on the 
three visits. 

In November 1983, Love and McPherson 
visited the Vigo County Equal Opportunity 
Act office where Eyler was director of 

-Project Safe when Steven R. Agan was 
killed. The key that Vermillion County 
Sheriff Perry Hollowell, then a sheriffs 
deputy, had found at the murder scene 
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northeast of Newport on Dec. 28, 1982, fit 
the lock to a door in that office, Love said. 
Eyler’s supervisor, uane Sinn, 


didn’t keep a record of who had keys, he 
said. “They didn’t have a key log, but they 
didn’t have missing keys,” Hollowell said. 

By mid-October Vermillion County 
police, with the help of the task force, had 
a paper trail placing Eyler in the area 
where 15 murders had occurred. Hollowell 
said Eyler bought gasoline at a service 


station near Cayuga more than 40 times. 


He said a station attendant saw Eyler 
drive toward Cayuga after purchasing 
gasoline... 

“He knew the area, 
“Eyler didn’t always d 
rehwar andyhiead fi 


Illinois authorities presented a nA. | 


and collected Eyler’s knife and boots. 


Eyler was charged with the murder of 
Calise and appeared in court Oct. 29, 1983. 


On Dec. 12, 1983, Indiana State Police 
Capt. Larry Carmichael, spokesman for 
the task force, announced a grand jury 
could be called in Vermillion County to 
hear testimony in the Agan murder case. 
He said Eyler was the prime suspect in 
Agan’s murder. fan 
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$ Henr 
(Vermillion County prosecutor 


J. Antonini, then 


laims Carmichael never discusse 
e matter aaah 
vith him 
"before releas- 
sing it to the 
ews media. 
a ut faa 
tonini made 
a the Agan 
‘file indicated | — 
e was mull- f 
sing whether to 
‘call a grand R 
ury. That file HOLLOWELL 
s presently in Prosecutor Larry 
homas’s office at Newport. 
In January 1984, Eyler’s at- 
Storney, David Schippers of 
Shicago, convinced a Lake County 
judge to suppress some of the 
mevidence seized by Indiana police 
sthat tied Eyler to the Calise 
urder. Without the boots and the 
ife — which were crucial to their 
ase — Illinois police had only tire 
prints to put Eyler at the murder 
ene. 
“Love and McPherson weren't 
happy with the judge’s decision, 
but they were hopeful that An- 
»tonini would call a grand jury. “We 
‘Were ready to bring him [Eyler] to 
ndiana,” McPherson said recently. 
= Love agreed. Antonini seemed 
oncerned about how much it 
ould cost the county to prosecute 
Eyler. “We would have run with it, 
ut the prosecutor governs it. He 
feaid the case was very iffy.” 
# ‘Hollowell, Love and McPherson 
gree there was more than enoug! 
“evidence to call a grand-jury in 


stigatidn. fhei rythi 
olice didn on eve ng, 
said Love. “We Misayreed a lot. The 
one thing we did agree on is that 
if Eyler was turned loose, he’d kill 
again.” 

Eyler’s bail was reduced from $1 
million to $10,000 on Feb. 6, 1984, 
and he was released. 

Antonini had time to convene a 
grand jury after the judge ruled on 
the suppression of evidence and 
belie He freed Eyler, McPherson 
said. 

“I had the feeling Antonini 
wanted an open-and-shut case so 
he could walk in, lay it down and 
eit could find [Eyler] guilty,” he 
said. 

Antonini blamed police. He said 
when he took office Jan. 1, 1983, he 
had no knowledge of the Agan 
investigation. A February or March 
1983 meeting in Indianapolis with 
task force members was the first 
time the Agan case was mentioned 
to him, he said. “I asked them, 
‘Who is Agan? I didn’t know 
anything about this.” 

Evidence in the Agan case wasn’t 
sufficient to call a grand jury, 
Antonini said recently. “Several 
members of the task force did a 
lousy investigation into Agan’s 
murder in the Eyler case. In order 
to shift the blame for their poor 
quality of work, they tried to find 
someone to be the scapegoat to 
cover up an incompetent investiga- 
tion.” 

If he’d called a grand jury in 
December 1983 and it hadn't 
returned an indictment against 
Eyler, the suspect couldn't have 


been questioned by a grand jury 
again, Antonini said. “You don’t get 
another chance with Eyler. It’s a 
one-chance shot. That’s the end of 
it.” 

Antonini said he believed addi- 
tional evidence might be discovered 
linking Eyler to Agan’s death. “I 
didn’t want to close the door. There 
was sloppy investigation regarding 
the Agan murder from the minute 
of the first investigation to the 
present time.” 

Police refuted Antonini’s state- 
ments. Love, McPherson and 
Hollowell said they had a lot of 
evidence that pointed to Eyler in 
the Agan murder. 

“We had a lot of things quite a 
few years ago that could have fried 
Larrys butt,” said McPherson. 
Love echoed McPherson’s words. 
He said the police had sufficient 
circumstantial evidence to go 
before a grand jury. “It’s the only 
decent case we had,” he said, 
recounting evidence that included 
receipts for handcuffs and knives 
purchased by Eyler in Terre Haute. 

On Feb. 28, 1984, Antonini told 
The Tribune-Star he was still 
reviewing the Agan case. The 
prosecutor left open the possibility 
that charges against Eyler might 
be forthcoming. 

“There’s a possibility,” Antonini 
said then. “All we have is one bit 
of circumstantial evidence. The 
rest is not enough to get him.” 

On Aug. 21, 1984, a janitor found 
Danny Bridges’ body parts in a 
trash bin outside Hyler’s ara 

ody 


ment house in Chicago. His 


had been hacked into eight pieces, 
wrapped in trash bags and placed 
in the bin. Eyler was arrested later 
that day. Hours later, he was 
charged with Bridges’ murder. 

A Cook County jury on July 9, 
1986, found Eyler guilty of kidnap- _ 
ping and murdering Bridges. = 

Four of Eyler’s victims — includ- 
ing Craig Long, a hitchhiker Kyler 
picked up on Seventh Street, 
stabbed and then left for dead in 
1978 — testified before Judge 
Joseph Urso at a death-penalty 
hearing Sept. 30, 1986. Urso 
sentenced Eyler to die by lethal 
injection Oct. 3, 1986. 

Eyler is on death row in an 
Illinois prison. His lawyers will try 
to overturn the kidnapping charges 
in the Bridges’ case, Steven L. 
Clark of the Illinois Public De- 
fender’s Office, said recently. He 
said Eyler could beat the death 
penalty if the kidnapping charge is 
overturned. 

Bridges was a prostitute, he said. 
“Whoever picked him up did so for 
prostitution. Soliciting for prostitu- 
tion isn’t kidnapping.” 

Clark said there is no evidence 
that Eyler kidnapped Bridges. If 
during Eyler’s post-conviction-re- 
lief appeal the kidnapping charge 
is reversed, then Eyler will be 
facing 20 years-to-life in prison, he 
said. 

Vermillion County Prosecutor 
Larry Thomas has reopened the 
Agan murder investigation, with 
Eyler the prime suspect. “If the 
evidence is intact, I might call a 
grand jury in December.” 
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By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


NEWPORT — Vermillion County Sheriff 
Perry Hollowell is among Indiana authorities 
who question how Larry Eyler, a convicted 
murderer who is suspected of killing 22 young 
men, slipped through the cracks of the legal 
system several times before he was finally 


sop eee 
On Dec. 28, 1982, Hollowell, then a sheriffs 
deputy, was sent to an abandoned farm 
northeast of Newport about 100 yards from 
‘Indiana 63. A Spencer minister who had been 
hunting for old bottles had seen two legs 
rotrudiny through tall grass near a dilapidated 
uilding and had notified the sheriff. 

The man had been so startled by his discovery 
that he hadn’t considered further exploration 
necessary. He had rushed to give his limited 

_ information to police. i 
 Hollowell was sent to investigate. The 
I qe ri 


veteran policeman was accustomed to geing 
dead bodies. But nothing he had seen before ha 
prepared him for the butchered remains of the 
victim he found. 

“It was unbelievable,” he said as he graphical- 
ly described the condition of 
identified as Steven R. Agan, 23, of Terre 
Haute. = 7! 

“Iye seen a iot — burned bodies, accident 
victims, decomposed one — but no homicide 
has ever compared to this.” 

an had been stabbed repeatedly and 
slashed. His chest cavity had been opened from 
his throat to his belly and his skull had been 
crushed by blows from a blunt instrument. 

Marks on his wrists and ankles indicated he 
had been bound at both extreinities. Tape used 
to cover his mouth was found nearby. 

A few feet away, Hollowell found reddish- 
brown stains on the remaining boards of an old 
wooden structure. Laboratory tests proved the 
discoloration was blood. “I think Agan was 


killed in there,” he said. “He was tied to the — 


rafters es wrists.” £ eden - 


the body — later 


The killer moved the body away from the 
structure and placed it face down across a path | 
that cut through high grass. Pia 

Hollowell, eager to protect evidence, parefuny 
began photogeaphing the murder scene. He too 
76 pictures he immediate area. ee 

Indiana State Police were called to assist. 
Together, they carefully combed the grounds 
and structures for evidence. Hollowell made 
elaborate notes. _ 
| The body appeared fresh. There was no odor 
or change in color. It hadn’t been disturbed by 
the multitude of turkey buzzards or wild 
animals. f é 
The victim’s pants had been pulled down. 

Hollowell called on the expertise acquired 
from other deaths he'd investigated. 

The body couldu't have been there more than 
24 to 48 hours, he figured. r Erari 
` The spot was frequently used for parties, 
Hollowell said. ta igen 
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rairs pile 


School was out for Christmas vacation. “Someone ' 


would have seen that body if it had been there more 
than a day or two,” he speculated. 


The killer left several clues to his identity. 


Shiny Miller beer cans were strewn about. A comb 
was also found. Silver duct tape and rope were there. 
All were common items that could be purchased 
anywhere. But a Jack Daniels commemorative 
cigarette lighter and a silver key located in the shack 
where Agan was killed eventually became the most 
valuable pieces of evidence in the case. 


The same day Agan was found, the body of John 
Roach was discovered in a field 12 miles west of 
Indianapolis. 

Roach had died of multiple stab wounds. His 
trousers were pulled down, and he’d been tied. On Dec. 
25, 1982 — three days before these bodies had 
surfaced — John Johnson had been found stabbed to 
death in a field in Lowell. 


Indiana police were unaware that Illinois 
authorities had discovered the body of Steve Crockett 
of Chicago on Oct. 28, 1982, in a field at Kankakee, 
Ill. He had died of multiple stab wounds. 

Hollowell and state pce visited the Agan family 
to determine whether the key found by their son’s body 
was his, Agan’s key ring was intact. No keys were 
missing. The cigarette lighter located at the Newport 
murder scene wasn’t Agan’s either. 

“I went to every gas station, market, liquor store and 
truck stop in Vigo and Vermillion counties, but no one 
sold those special Jack Daniels commemorative 
lighters, ” said Hollowell, who nearly wore out a pair 
of shoes in the process. 

Another Indiana man’s body was found May 9, 1983, 
near Interstate 70 in the Indianapolis area. Daniel 
Scott McNieve of Indianapolis had died from repeated 


stabbing. 

State police gathered to discuss the similarities of 
the homicide investigations — Agan, Roach and 
MeNieve. 


A multi-police agency task force was formed May 15, 
1983, to help coordinate the investigations of murder 
victims whose deaths seemed to fit a particular 
pattern. The possibility that a serial killer was loose 
in Indiana was a top news item. 


On June 6, 1983, Larry Eyler became one of three 
suspects after William Pyle called the task force office. 
Pyle told police he knew Eyler, a homosexual, had a 
violent temper and was into bondage. He thought 
Eyler might be responsible for the grisly slayings. 


Pyle suggested that the task force check police 
records in the Terre Haute area where Eyler had 
handcuffed, shackled and stabbed Craig Long, a 
hitchhiker he picked up on Seventh Street in Terre 
Haute five years earlier. 

The Long incident — Aug. 3, 1978 — marked Eyler’s 
first brush with the law. 

Long, who had been stabbed by Eyler and had 
played dead until Eyler walked away, had survived by 
getting his handcuffed hands from behind him to clasp 
them over the gushing wound in his chest. Though his 
ankles were bound togther, he had managed to get to 
a mobile home park where he asked for help. 

During the police investigation, Eyler had come out 
of a field, holding keys to the handcuffs. 

Twenty days later, Long was released from the 
hospital and identified Eyler in court. Outside the 
courtroom Eyler’s attorney offered Long $2,500 to drop 
the charges. He took the money. Judge Herman 
Bitzegaio dismissed the charges against Eyler on Nov. 
13, 1978. 

Information on that case was shared with Hollowell 

/ 
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when he met with the task force. ar 
Eyler became the prime suspect in the Agan death, ’ 
Hollowell said. DR 


Police from Illinois had a string of similar murdêrs, 
and met with the task force Sept. 8, 1983. Many of the 
unsolved homicides in the two states were similar. 
Police from the two states began sharing information; 


The task force trailed Eyler from Terre Haute t 
Greencastle where he worked at a liquor store. State 
police Sgt. Frank Love and Indianapolis Police 
Detective Sam McPherson, both task force members, 
staked out Eyler at the store. Ain 


They watched the mild-mannered liquor salesman. 
change his demeanor after he had changed his clothes: 
one night. Tale) 


Eyler had been dressed in a T-shirt, bluejeans and 
tennis shoes while working at the store, said’ 
McPherson. ps 

“We watched him get a sack from his truck and: 
return to the store,” he said. “When he came out he 
was wearing a military fatigue hat, a khaki shirt wi 
U.S. Marines written on it and a type of boot. His 
shoulders were back and in this semi-military uniform 
he was macho.” 

Love said it was in this attire that Eyler was ready 
for a night on the town. Eyler drove to Indianapolis 
where his stops included gay bars, he said, adding that 
when homosexuals eluded Eyler in the bars, he often’ 
picked up hitchhikers along the highways. S 

Hollowell gleaned other valuable information from 
the task force. nih 

The task force had learned Jack Daniels lighters; 
like that found by Agan’s body, were sold at the liquor: 
store where Eyler worked. h 

The killings continued. uti 
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By Patrici 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


NEWPORT — If Larry Eyler is 
executed no one will ever learn 
what triggered the beast inside an 
apparently mild-mannered, in- 
telligent man who once dreamed of 
being a humanitarian. 


The FBI suspects there may be 
as many as 500 serial killers 
scattered through this country 
waiting for something to spark an 
overpowering urge that compels 
them to kill. Secrets inside such 
twisted minds might be lost forever 
if Eyler dies. 


Other serial killers who com- 
mitted unspeakable crimes were 
respected in their communities. 
. Nothing revealed they were any 
different than their neighbors. 


Kathleen T. Zellner, Eyler’s at- 
torney, believes in capital punish- 
ment. But she’s convinced her 
client’s subconscious mind holds a 
key that might open the door for 
the identification of possible serial 
killers before they slay their first 
victim. Through her, she said, “He 
found a conduit to help him release 
his pain.” 


ut 


And, she said, he is in tremen- 
dous pain. “He feels like an insect. — 
He feels like a freak.” J 

Zellner believes whatever caused 
Eyler to kill is waiting to be 
unleashed in-many others. “If this 
could happen to Larry Eyler, this 
could happen to your sons, your 
daughters. He went through the 
American school system. He was 
brought up in a fairly structured 
family environment.” 


Eyler should be allowed to tell 
his story and be kept in an 
environment where he feels he can 
bare his soul, Zellner said. People 
such as her client need to be placed 
in a setting “where we are not just 
trying to penalize them and make 
them feel that there.is no way they 
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rr 
can come forward with these things 
because we are just so appalled by 
them, so repelled by them.” She’ 
said parolee studies are 
needed to disclose why a sensitive 
man who was loved by his col- 
leagues and friends brutally killed 


Steve Agan. 


“I can tell you right now, there is 
another Larry Eyler out there 
oe hurting pee and that is 

ecause we don’t understand these 
people.” 

Zellner made no promises to 
Eyler that she'd work to get him 
freed when she first talked with 
him two months ago. 


“I approached him with no in- 
vestment in his innocence” she 
said, recalling their first meeting. 
She said she was kind to Eyler but 
firm in her convictions about de- 
manding his absolute honesty. “I 
told him that I wanted him to tell 
me the truth — that I was not 
willing to on some legal 
charade for him that I could feel no 
commitment about.” 

Eyler responded to her openness 
with caution, she said, exlaining he 
was afraid she would drop his case 
if he told her the gory details of 
Agan’s killing. He told me, “You 
won’t want to represent me,” once 
you hear my confession, she said. 

Zellner promised not to drop him 
if he took responsibility for his acts. 
She said she told*him that she 
would continue to represent him 
despite the fact that she thought “it 
was a horrible murder.” i 

It took that simple act of kind- 

ness, not just a c ient-lawyer in- 
teraction but a human bond, to 
gain Eyler’s confidence. Being kind 
to him was a big factor, Zellner 
said, while recalling her numerous 
conversations with Eyler. “I think 
being kind to him was a big factor 
because very few people in his life 
have been kind to him.” 


On Dec. 4, while confessing to 
the Agan slaying, he burst into 
tears and sobbed, Zellner said. It 
took avery ounce of her strength to 
contain her emotions while she 
wrote every detail of this brutal 
killing, she said. “I didn’t cry in 
front of him, but I think. that 
anybody who read that would cry, 
and I did.” E: 

She went back to the Pontiac, 
Ill., prison the next day to allay 
Eyler’s fears that she’ďd' never 
return once he’d confessed. She 
said she told him that together 
they could go forward to clear u 
the crime. “You have got to do this, 
she told Eyler. “And ï said, 
whatever happens to you in this 
life has already happened. I said, 
you have got to think about the 
next life; too.” rs 

Eyler is suffering for his crime, 
Zeliner said. “I think life for 
somebody like Larry Eyler is pain- 
ful on a daily basis because this is 
someone who is acutely sensitive 
about what he has done.” 

Unkike other murderers, her 
client doesn’t keep newspaper clip- 
pings about what he has done, she 
said. 

Zellner, an appeals attorney who 
has represented several killers, 
told of his self-hatred. “He told me 
at one point when we were talking 
about this, he said, ‘I would rather 
be anyone else in the world but 
me. 

That is exactly how he feels 
about himself, she said, as she 
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outlined his agony. “I think that 
prison is difficult.” 

“Eyler told me he doesn’t ever 
want to be free again,” she said. 
noting he is a lost soul looking for 
some understanding. She said he 
must be allowed the opportunity to 
tell his story without the fear of 
additional shame. He is frightened 
because there is tremendous 
hostility toward him, she said. 
“Why should he want to come 
forward and just take on more 
shame to just have people say, 
‘Yeah, you really are a freak.’” 

Zellner spoke of a younger Eyler. 
She said he had a traumatic 
childhood. His father was a sweet 
man, but an alcoholic who became 
very violent when he drank,’ she 
said. Eyler was abused by a famil 
member during his early childhood. 
She said as a youngster he had 
several stepfathers who didn’t have 
his best interests at heart. 

Alcohol might be a factor in 
Eyler’s case, Zellner said. She said 
he might have an allergic reaction 
to alcohol but no one has explored 
that avenue. She was amazed to 
learn there has never been a 
psychiatric analysis done on her 
client, she said, questioning why 
psychiatrists have’t tapped him as 
a resource for in-depth studies. We 
know there are other people out 
there like him and we make no 
effort to find out why, she said. 

“We spent million’ of dollars in 
our society trying to find answers 
to other questions but not this, you 
know, because we are so frightened 
of someone like this that all we 

‘want to do is just kill them. Killing 
‘Lar Eyler will not -prevent 
another Larry Eyler from develop- 
ing. That is what we need to look 
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at. 
On Dec, 13 Eyler told Vermillion 
Circuit Judge Don Darnell he and 
Indiana State University Professor 
Robert David Little took Agan to a 
remote spot in northeastern 
Vermillion County and stabbed 
him to death. He said Little 
directed the murder and photo- 
graphed it for sexual gratification. 
He didn’t blame Little for his acts 
but openly admitted he killed the 
23-year-old Terre Haute man. Lit- 
tle was an accomplice, he said. 


Zellner has demanded her client 
and Little be separated. She said 
because Eyler had unstable rela- 
tionships with his stepfathers, he 
might have perceived Little as a 
father figure. Eyler’s own father 
died when he was young. 

For the first time, Eyler talked 
about Little’s influence on him 
when he confessed to slaying Agan, 
Zellner said. “It is like an abused 
child coming to you and telling you 
about an abusing parent.” 

She said Little, who Eyler lived 
with rent-free for more than five 
years, had a controlling effect on 
her client. “It was almost as if my 
client was under his spell — under 
his power. I do not want him 
exposed to him again.” 

yler looked up to Little because 
he was an older man in a position 
of authority. She said the professor 
was better educated and financial- 
ly secure. “I think Larry deferred to 
him. I think that he always tried to 
respect his wishes ... and wanted 
to please him.” 

She declined to confirm if Eyler 
confesses to any of the other 22 
unsolvedmurders police linked to 
him, he will name Little as his 
acomplia in them. 

“Well, I don’t want to talk about 
other cases, but I think that the 
Agan case is a microcosm of the 
whole thing. I think you need to 
really examine the dynamics in the 
Agan case, but at this point I can’t 
really comment on other cases.” 

Little was charged Tuesday with 
Agan’s murder in Vermillion 
Circuit Court. He pleaded not 
guilty. 

On that same day Eyler took a 
polygraph test administered by a 
Hinsdale, Hl., polygrapher who is 
considered an apy The results 
indicated Eyler told the truth when 
he admitted both he and Little 
staged Agan’s murder. 

Eyler has challenged Little to 
take a pomgenn administered by 
a polygrapher with similar ex- 
pertise. 

Kyler’s sentencing hearing is 
scheduled 2 p.m. Friday in 
Vermillion Circuit Court. Little’s 
trial is set for April 2. 
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Eyler linked to other murders, but so far he won't talk 


One of the strongest unsolved murder 
cases against convicted killer ere Eyler 
é is that of Steve Agan, whose body found 


% in Vermillion County in December, 1982, the 
Associated Press reported Sunday night. 
But despite being “overwhelmingly con- 
vinced” that Eyler was involved in several 
murders in Indiana, an Indianapolis police 
detective says the Eyler refuses to talk to 
authorities about the unsolved cases. 


Lt. Jerry R. Campbell, an Indianapolis 
Police Department homicide investigator, 
said he went to Chicago last week to discuss 
Eyler’s case with authorities. * 

However, Campbell, who led a task force 
investigating several murders in central 
Indiana in the mid-1970s and early 1980s, 
said Eyler “has declined to talk to anyone 
until his appeal is over.” 


Eyler was convicted of murder in July in 
the torture-slaying of a 16-year-old male 
prostitute. He was sentenced to death earlier 
this month. 

“Right now, unless he requests to see us 
about these other cases, we don’t have a right 
to talk to him,” Campbell said. 

He said the strongest case against Eyler in 
Indiana was the slaying of Agan. 
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Campbell said authorities also have linked 
Eyler to murders in Wisconsin and Illinois 
and to about 10 cases in Indiama. 

“Were overwhelmingly convinced he was 
involved [in several cases]. Proving it is a 
different matter,” he said. = 

Campbell said he believes there are people 
in Indiana with information that could link 
Eyler to some of the unsolved cases. 
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r CHICAGO — Suspected se- 
ial killer Larry Eyler, a former 
Terre Haute resident, was de- 
prived of a fair trial in the 1984 
murder of Danny Bridges, his at- 
torneys argued Monday. 

© His attor- 
tieys made 
the argument 
at a hearing 
in Cook 
County Cir- 
cuit Court, 
contending 
Eyler failed 
to get a fair 
trial because 
his defense 
attorney then accepted 
$17,392.25 in legal fees from In- 
diana State University Professor 
Robert David Little, a prosecu- 
tion witness. 

“Eyler’s attorneys, Kathleen 
Zellner and Dan DeLay, are at- 
tempting to win him a new trial. 
He was sentenced to death in 
'1986 for kidnapping and slaying 
‘Bridges. He has steadfastly 
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maintained his innocence in the 
Bridges murder. 

Perry Hollowell of Clinton, a 
former Vermillion County sher- 
iff, told Judge Joseph Urso he 
discovered documents during a 
search of Little’s house in 1990 
that indicated David Schippers, 
a prominent Illinois attorney, 
who represented Eyler in the 
Bridges case, accepted legal fees 
from Little. 

Financial documents recov- 
ered at the search of Little’s 
home behind Deming Park in- 
cluded checks from Little to 
Schippers in March, May and 
June 1986, he said. 

Accepting legal fees from Lit- 
tle for Eyler’s defense is a direct 
conflict, said Steve Lubet, a pro- 
fessor at Northwestern Univer- 
sity School of Law. 

Prosecutor Tim Joyce argued 
that Eyler was aware Little paid 
his legal-fees and still chose 
Schippers to defend him. He 
yelled questions at Lubet, "Dut 
the professor remained calm and 
held fast to testimony that “the 
conflict couldn’t be waived in 
this case.” 


Joyce asked Lubet what he / 
would have done put in the same 
position as Schippers. 

“I would have withdrawn and 
suggested Eyler hire an attorney 
not laboring under a conflict,” 
Lubet said. He said when Schip- 
pers told the court he wasn’t re- 
ceiving ‘one nickel’ from Eyler in 
legal fees, the statement was 
misleading. Eyler signed an IOU 
to Little dated March 31, 1984, 
for more than $29,000 as secu- 
rity for money Little advanced 
for legal fees, living expenses 
and truck payments, he said. 

Schippers’ office manager, 
Nancy Ruggero, testified she re- 
called many payments from Lit- 
tle to Schippers’ law firm. She 
admitted payments recieved 
from Little arrived when Schip- 
pers was representing Eyler in 
two murder cases, one in Lake 
County and the Bridges case in 
Cook County. Schippers wasn’t 
aware she billed Little in the 
Bridges case until last week, she 
said. “I do the billings. Little 
said he would be responsible for 
Eyler’s legal fees.” 
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Schippers didn’t sign his 
name on Little’s checks, Ruggero 
said, noting she signed for the 
Schippers corporation, made the 
deposits and credited the proper 
amounts to Eyler’s account. She 
said her boss only received 
$49,746.97 for services he ren- 
dered from 1983 to 1986 that 
amounted to $107,476.73. Little 
stopped making payments to 
Schippers’ firm before Eyler’s 
trial in the Bridges case began, 
she said, adding that none of the 
money he sent was applied to 
the Bridges case in Cook County. 

Outside the courtroom, Zell- 
ner said Eyler’s conviction for 
kidnapping, in the Bridges case, 
rendered him eligible for the 
death penalty. She said the kid- 
napping charge was based on lig- 
ature marks found on Bridges’ 
arms. She maintains there is ev- 
idence Bridges participated in 
bondage months before his mur- ` 
der, which could discount the 
kidnapping element of the case. 


Testimony continues at 11 
a.m. today. 
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Eyler’s defense attorney 


By Ai Pastore 


Tribune-Star 


CHICAGO — David Schip- 
pers, who defended Larry Eyler 
in his August 1984 torture-mur- 
der trial, now says it was his 
idea to defend his client by using 


Indiana State University Profes- 


sor Robert David Little of Terre 
Haute as a sacrificial lamb. 
Eyler claimed at the time he 
didn’t know the victim and had 
no idea how the 15-year-old 
youth’s body got inside his North 
Side apartment, Schippers said 


* Tuesday at a hearing in Cook 


County Circuit Court. The hear- 
ing is to determine whether Ey- 
ler, formerly a Terre Haute resi- 
dent, deserves a new trial. 


After his client was arrested 


for kidnapping and slaying 
Danny Bridges, Eyler denied 
any knowledge of the murder 
and refused to disclose that he 
cut the body in pieces, wrapped 
itin garbage bags and tossed the 
pieces into a trash bin, Schippers 
said. During his trial, Eyler con- 
fessed he’d attempted to hide the 
body but denied killing Bridges. 
“I asked Eyler who did it and if 
Little was involved in any way. 
He said, ‘No.’ ” 

Further questioning concern- 
ing Little and the Bridges killing 
got an “I don’t know” answer 
from Eyler, Schippers said. 


Schippers said he attempted 
to provide an alibi defense for 
Eyler, but there were periods of 
time when Eyler was alone at 
the time of the Bridges slaying. 


He said Ta was â house guest 
of Eyler’s and had the same op- 
portunity to kill the youth as his 
client did, so he based argu- 
ments on the theory the profes- 
sor committed the crime. “I told 
the state’s attorney I was going 
to have to lay this one off on Lit- 
tle. The same evidence used 
against Eyler could be used 
against somebody else.” 

Eyler was convicted in 1986 
for the Bridges murder and sen- 
tenced to die by lethal injection. 


When Eyler’s attorney, Kath- 
leen Zellner, cross-examined 
Schippers on Tuesday, she asked 
if he recalled telling her and 
Steve Clark, another former at- 
torney of Eyler’s, that he be- 
towed Little committed the mur- 

er. 
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Schippers denied he said Lit- 
tle was the killer. “I told Steve 
Clark that in my opinion Little 
was involved in that murder.” 

Zellner is seeking to win Ey- 
ler, a suspected serial killer, a 
new trial in the Bridges murder. 
She said her client was deprived 


—of a fair trial because Schippers 


accepted payment of Eyler’s le- 
gal fees from Little, a witness for 
the prosecution. 


Prosecutor Tim Joyce con- 
tends a conflict of interest 
doesn’t exist because Schippers 
didn’t receive money from Little 
for the Bridges case. He inquire: 
if Schippers had dealings wit 
Little. 
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Schippers admitted meeting 
with Little and Eyler’s family 
more than once when they re- 
quested he represent Eyler in a 
Lake County murder case and 
the Bridges murder. He said Lit- 
tle promised to pay legal fees for 
the Lake County case but was 
never asked to contribute for Ey- 
ler’s defense in the Bridges slay- 


ing. 

“Little said he was tapped 
out. I told him, once I agreed to 
take the case, money was not a 
consideration.” 

Schippers wasn’t aware his 
law firm received checks from 
Little in 1986 after he learned 
Little might be a prosecution 
witness in the Bridges trial, he 
said. He said his office manager, 
‘Nancy Ruggero, handles billing 
and deposits. “If I knew we were 
getting money from Robert 
David Little, I would have in- 
structed them to stop billing 
him.” 
Zellner claims Schippers of- 


fered to assist with Eyler’s post- 
conviction appeal. He denied re- 
questing to be assigned the task. 

Schippers testified he had a 
conversation with her in 1990 
concerning Eyler’s offer to assist 
police with 21 unsolved homi- 
cides, providing his death sen- 
tence be reduced to life in prison 
without parole. He said he prom- 
ised Zellner to talk with then- 
Gov. Jim Thompson and State’s 
Attorney Jack O’Malley. 

Zellner said Schippers became 
irritated during a second conver- 
sation in 1991 when she told him: 
a 1990 search of Little’s house 
revealed canceled checks from 
the professor to him that are evi- 
dence a conflict of interest ex- 
isted while he was defending Ey- 
ler in 1986. 

Schippers admitted using foul 
language and angrily ending the 
conversation with Zellner by 
hanging up the telephone. 

Testimony continues today. 
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Hearing to determine if Eyler ~ 
gets a second chance to end today 


‘The shgnt-pulc mans snoui- 

By Pat pd So 9CT 08 1992 ders sagged and shook as he - 
Tribune-Star sobbed when State’s: Attorney ; 
Tim Joyce demanded he state | 

CHICAGO — A startling tale his current address. “I don’t: 
of torture and bondage unfolded think for my safety I should give’ 
in Cook County Circuit Court on you my address.” i ; 
Wednesday when a former pros- _Karlae was the last witness to | 
titute testified he was tied, testify at a hearing that will de- 
stabbed and threatened with termine if Larry Eyler, a former 
death by an Indiana State Uni- Terre Haute resident, will get a 
versity professor who paid him new trial in the Danny Bridges 
for sexual favors. murder case. Eyler was con- 

Dejon Kar- y victed of aggravated kidnapping 
lae, 32, testi- and murder in 1986 for the Au- 
fied that ISU gust 1984 murder and dismem- 
Professor berment of Bridges, and he re- 
Robert David ceived a death-penalty sentence. 
Little paid Eyler claims Little, his former | 
his rent fora f 
week at the [ae 
Surf Hotel in pe 
Chicago in Pe 
1984 and ac- ' 
companied LITTLE 
him to that establishment. “He 
tied me up and he stabbed me 
several times and told me if I 
ever told anyone he was in the 
bar in August, he’d kill me. He 
told me that he killed Danny 
Bridges and that, if I told any- 
one, he’d place me at Larry Ey- 
lers apartment and nobody 
would believe my story.” bate, 
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roommate, friend and benefac- 
tor, killed Bridges and left the 
body i in Eyler’ s North Side apart- 
ment. 

Eyler sat quietly Wednesday 
and listened to Karlae’s story. 

Karlae said he met Little iri 
1976 while he was working at a 


bar. He said Little was a cus-` 
. tomer who paid for sexual favors- 


from him. “He used to tie me up. 


Little and Eyler went to the 
Take One bar together at about 
9 p.m. Aug. 19, 1984, where Kar- 
lae was working as a bartender, 
he said. He said Eyler left after a 
few minutes and Little stayed 
until about midnight. Sometime 
after Eyler was arrested for 
Bridges’ murder on Aug. 21, 
1984, the professor came to the 
bar alone and offered to pay for a 
week’s stay in the hotel, he said. 

When Joyce asked if he told 
this story to police, Karlae said 
he didn’t seek help from the 
State’s Attorney’s office until 
1987. He was too afraid to come 
forward, he said, admitting then 
he decided to give investigators 
information initially only about 
drug dealings. 

This year he contacted Gera- 
Lind Kolarik, a journalist- 

; turned-author, who wrote “Freed 
‘to. Kill” about Larry Eyler, he 
‘said... 

Karlas Žaid Kolarik arranged 
for him to meet with representa- 
tives of the State’s Attorney’s of- 
fice and went with him to the 
meeting place. Later she di- 
rected-him to Eyler’s attorney, 
Kathleen Zellner, he said. 

Karlae said he decided to 
come forward after Little was ac- 
quitted of the Steve Agan mur- 
der in Vermillion County, 
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z Joyce asked how Karlae 
arned a living. He told him he 
feaved disability payments be- 
use he suffered a stroke about 

«£8 months ago, 

= “Do you have any other ill- 

Messes?” the prosecutor asked. 

w When Karlae didn’t answer 

immediately, he yelled the ques- 
on again and again. 

` “Yes, I’m HIV-positive,” Kar- 

‘tne said, sobbing. 

5 Before Karlae left the court- 
om, he displayed to Judge Jo- 
ph ‘Urso the scars on his right 

rm, his right leg and pointed 
rough his shirt to two places 
en his hips that he said are the 
tRealed wounds from the knife 

Ehat Little wielded. 

= Earlier, Tom Allen, an attor- 

‘ney who is a state witness; Irvin 
eKoff, Eyler’s stepfather; and 

drea Lyons, director of the Il- 
ilinois Capital Resource Center, 

‘Rll gave testimony that count- 

‘Bred Tuesday’s evidence as told 

a David Schippers, Eyler’s law- 

wer in the Bridges case. 

» Schippers said once he com- 

Bite his job for Eyler at his 
ial in the Bridges murder, he 

‘was not interested in handling 


‘anything else for Eyler. 
REF NCE 
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Lyons’ job is to assign public 
oder ae the appellate stage 
#1 death-penalty cases. She said 
i man who identified himself as 
vid Schippers, a prominent 
minal defense attorney, called 


is job, she said, noting Schip- 
ers told her he was Eyler’s de- 
nse puny rae he was con- 
' ed about this case. l 
= DeKoff said he and his wife, 
hirley DeKoff, paid Schippers 
bout $20,000 to represent Eyler 
a two different cases. After po- 
ice arrested his stepson for 
‘Bridges’ murder, he said he met 
vith his wife, his daughter and 
avid Little in the lawyer's of- 
‘Bice to persuade him to “commit 
‘Himself to Larry’s case. 
= Eyler’s family had no finan- 
“wal resources to pay Schippers 
d Schippers was told they 
d only send a few dollars 
from time to time. DeKoff said 


‘ when he and his family ex- 
plained they couldn’t pay legal 
fees “Dr. Little indicated he 
could pay $500 a month toward 
the cost of the case. Dave [Little] 
asked, ‘How are you going to bill 
us? and David Shippers said 
he’d keep it on the Lake County 
case.” 

On Tuesday, Schippers said 
legal fees were never discussed 
in his presence. Until recently, 
he was unaware Little was billed 
and made regular payments for 
Eyler’s defense in the Bridges’ 
murder, he said. 

Allen said he assisted Schip- 
pers with Eyler’s defense. He 
said Eyler confessed to attempt- 
ing to hide Bridges’ body and 
also told him Little had some 
pictures that might interest him. 
Allen said Eyler told him in 
June 1986, “We could find those 
pictures if we searched [Little’s] 
apartment.” 

Also, Allen admitted knowing 
Little paid for Eyler’s apart- 
ment, signed the lease, bought 
furniture for it and had his own 
key to it. 

“Larry told us Little had rela- 
tionships with younger males,” 
he said. 
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‘Eyler told Allen he was arra1a 
to eall the authorities when he 
found the body at the foot of his 
bed, he said. “Eyler told us, ‘I 
couldn’t call up the police and 
say I’m Larry Eyler and I found . 
a body in my apartment.’ ” 

He said when he questioned 
Eyler about the murder he was 
told Eyler came home, Little was 
gone and there was a body. 

“We did make an effort to in- 
vestigate Little’s sexual history. 
We relied on Larry Eyler for the 
information,” Allen said. 

Zellner contends her client 
was deprived of a fair trial since 
Little, a witness for the prosecu- 
tion, paid Schippers to defend 
Eyler. 

Joyce contends there is no 
conflict of interest because the 
fees Little paid Schippers were 
for legal services for an earlier 
case in which Eyler was accused 
of killing a man in Lake County. 

Final arguments are sched- 
uled today, and a decision is not 
expected for several weeks. 


